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Subject:

European Parliament resolution on Financing Natura 2000 (2004 / 2164(INI))

This resolution follows on the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on Financing Natura 2000 of 15 July 2004 (COM(2004) 431 final).

5.
Background:

The Communication to the Council and the European Parliament on Financing Natura 2000 presents the ideas of the Commission on how Community co-financing should support the establishment and management of the Natura 2000 network. The creation of this network of protected areas at the Community level is one of the main provisions of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). Article 8 of the Directive makes provision for Community co-financing to contribute to the implementation of the network.

In the Communication it is proposed that future co-financing should, consistent with current practice, be accommodated within existing financial instruments. While detailed estimates of current funding are not available significant funds have been used from both Structural Funds and Rural development in the establishment and management of the network to date. A new funding instrument is not proposed as this would duplicate existing funding arrangements. It is therefore foreseen that Community Funds and primarily the Structural and Rural Development Funds will make substantial co-financing available for the implementation of the Natura 2000 network. It is however, not possible to fix a target for the level of this funding since the final expenditure will depend on the priority given to Natura 2000 within individual Member States programmes.
6.
Assessment of the EP Resolution:

General:

This resolution has been adopted by a very large majority (460 in favour, 28 against and 13 abstentions). It represents a large cross-parties consensus on the issue.

Even if welcoming the integration option followed by the Commission, the EP asks for firm guarantees to provide an adequate financing of Natura 2000.

Individual items:

· The EP considers that the proposed Rural Development, Structural Funds and LIFE+ Regulations do not properly reflect Natura 2000 needs, as inter alia, biodiversity conservation may conflict and compete with others socio-economic objectives/projects, without appropriate expertise of development managing administrations as regards nature conservation (§9).

· The EP calls for a dedicated biodiversity fund within the pending proposal for LIFE+, to provide after 2006 a Natura 2000 management funding which would be complementary to Community and national funds (§5). This fund is due to be used in particular for nature conservation investments, research, information and awareness raising as well as for cross-border cooperation with third countries (§12).

· Further the EP asks for changes to the proposal for a Council Regulation laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, on the European Social Fund and on the Cohesion Fund in order to include a specific reference to Natura 2000 (§12 and 13).

· The Commission is invited to report to the EP on the implementation of the integrated approach when the outcome of the structural, fisheries and rural development regulations is known and if no earmarked funds for Natura 2000 are included, to propose a dedicated fund for Natura 2000 (§15).

7.
Reply to the Resolution:

The Commission welcomes the response of the European Parliament to its Communication on Financing Natura 2000 and congratulates Mrs Auken for her report.

The Commission notes with interest that the European Parliament shares in principle the Commission’s integration approach for the financing of Natura 2000 stressing that completion and appropriate management of the network Natura 2000 are crucial as regards preserving EU biodiversity, in the framework of the Community’s 2010 target.

The Commission welcomes the interest and commitment of the European Parliament to achieve this policy objective by ensuring an effective implementation of Natura 2000 and its recognition of the importance of co-financing the network.

The Commission notes nevertheless that the Resolution of the European Parliament contains criticism of current proposals of the Commission, such as Rural Development/Structural Funds proposals or the LIFE+ proposal which are currently before the Parliament for advice. This provides opportunity for the Parliament to make detailed proposals, in the course of pending discussions, in order to be consistent with its Resolution on financing Natura 2000.

The Commission will certainly give active consideration to any amendments that the Parliament proposes in the course of their considerations of the financial regulations currently under debate.
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