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2.
EP reference number: A6-0077/2005 / P6-TA-PROV(2005)0119
3.
Date of adoption of the report: 13 April 2005

4.
Subject: Application by Romania to become a member of the European Union
5.
Background of the resolution : Commission's Regular Reports on Romania's progress towards accession covering the years from 1998 to 2004 and its Strategy Paper on progress in the enlargement process (COM(2004)0657–C6-0150/2004), Commission Opinion of 22 February 2005 on the applications for accession to the European Union of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania (COM(2005)0055).
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The draft Moscovici report on the Commission’s Opinion on Romania’s accession was discussed in the AFET meetings of 16 and 29 March with a view to its adoption on 13 April. The report was overall well received, is quite balanced and fully in line with the main findings of the 2004 Commission’s Regular Report. On 13 April, the report was adopted by 564 votes in favour, 59 against and 41 abstentions.

The rapporteur agrees on the Commission’s key priorities adding to them, organised crime, control of external borders and further support to minorities’ issues. He supports Romania’s accession on 1 January 2007, the overall monitoring exercise and if needed, the use of the postponement clause.

The report stresses in particular the need for the effective implementation of administrative and judicial reforms, to continue the fight against corruption, to guarantee total independence of the media and unimpeded freedom of expression, the need for the strengthening of local and regional governance and promoting the concept of ‘good governance’ and an administrative culture; the respect, recognition and support for minorities, in order to eradicate all forms of violence and discrimination against them; the implementation of the newly adopted legislation on child protection, improve substantially the situation of sick and disabled people being treated in psychiatric hospitals; the correct and transparent application of state aid rules and rigorous control of state aid by the Romanian Competition Council; additional efforts to protect the environment, the deficient administrative capacity of industrial policy.

Parliament was particularly concerned about its association in the further monitoring and follow up (several amendments proposed). Upon agreement by Commission and Council, Parliament adopted an amendment ‘having regard to the exchange of letters between the President of the European Parliament and the President of the Commission on the full association of the European Parliament with any consideration of activation of one of the safeguard clauses on the Treaty of Accession.
7.
Commission’s position:

The Commission shares the views of the Parliament as regards the identification of the main issues of concern. Since the discussion of the Moscovici report in March and April 2005, the Commission has continued to carry out its monitoring exercise. This monitoring exercise carried out so far shows that Romania is generally on track in meeting its commitments and requirements arising from the accession negotiations in most areas. However, Romania still needs to continue its efforts in preparing for accession and to speed up the pace of reform. This is in particular the case for (list of all 7 areas highlighted in the monitoring tables).

With regard to environment, the transposition and implementation process in key areas of the environmental acquis such as horizontal legislation, waste, water and industrial pollution has to be completed and the environmental administration has to be strengthened at all levels. As regards competition, while Romania has mobilised significant resources to try to ensure an improvement in its record in this area, the Competition Council still needs to ensure effective control of any potential State Aid and to strengthen its powers to block the adoption or implementation of any aid measure which it has not assessed and approved. With regard to Justice and Home Affairs, Romania has formally met the important March 2005 deadlines in this area. Overall, the strategic documents submitted represent good initial progress, particularly in the case of justice reform and police co-operation. There are, however, some serious concerns on the fight against corruption and border management. The Commission will continue to closely monitor progress and to support the Romanian authorities in their reform process in view of its 2005 Comprehensive Monitoring Report on Romania’s state of preparedness towards accession.

The Commission will continue to inform the EP regularly on Romania’s state of preparations for accession. As confirmed by President Barroso to President Borrell in a letter in April, the Commission will seriously consider the EP’s views before issuing any recommendation on a possible use of the postponement clause, in particular after the release in October of the Comprehensive Monitoring Report on Romania’s progress towards accession. Commissioner Rehn will inform the EP of the state of Romania’s preparations for accession in the next AFET meeting on 21 June.
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