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European Parliament resolution on the implementation of the European Union’s information and communication strategy (2004/2238(INI))
1.
Rapporteur: Luis Francisco Herrero-Tejedor (PPE-DE/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0111/2005 / P6_TA-PROV(2005)0183

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2005

4.
Subject: European Union communication strategy
5.
Summary of the text and Parliament’s requests:
The resolution covers four main areas relating to the implementation of a European Union communication strategy: messages and resources, interinstitutional cooperation, the European Constitution, and the European Parliament’s information policy. Essentially, it contains concrete suggestions for improving the efficiency of European communication activities.
6.
Response to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission has followed the development of this resolution actively and with great interest and will do its utmost to take account of the suggestions it contains in the European communication strategy it is preparing. Apart from a number of major points that have already been implemented (e.g. establishing of the new Europe Direct relay network, renewal of the contract with EuroNews), the Commission will as a first step take maximum account of the practical suggestions contained in the Parliament’s resolution in its action plan on communication, which it expects to adopt soon: increased decentralisation (“going local”); priority for the channels most likely to reach citizens — TV, radio, Internet; better exploitation of regional and local media; reinforcement of synergies between Commission representations, Parliament information offices and new European Union relay points.
The resolution also contains points which, in the Commission’s view, require more detailed consideration. This should take place as part of the consultation of stakeholders which will follow the White Paper on Communication to be launched by the Commission in the autumn.
Generally speaking, the Commission notes that there is a large amount of common ground as regards both analysis of the present situation and the consequences to be drawn. In particular, it welcomes Parliament’s proposal for an annual plenary debate on communication.
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