Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the share of renewable energies in the EU and proposals for concrete actions
1.
Rapporteur: Claude Turmes (Verts/ALE/LU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0227/2005 / P6_TA-PROV(2005)0365

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 29 September 2005

4.
Subject: European Parliament Resolution on the share of renewable energy in the EU and proposals for concrete actions
5.
Background of the Resolution:
On 26 May 2004, the Commission adopted a Communication on the share of renewable energy in the EU (COM(2004) 366).

On 29 November 2004 the Council of Ministers adopted the conclusions on renewable energy (14314/04).

On 21 June 2005 the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy adopted the report of rapporteur Claude Turmes on the share of renewable energy in the EU and proposals for concrete actions (A6-0227/2005).

On 29 September 2005 the European Parliament adopted a Resolution on the share of renewable energy in the EU and proposals for concrete actions based on the report of Claude Turmes (P6_TA-PROV(2005)0365).

6.
Reply to the requests and overview of the actions taken by the Commission or outlook of those actions which the Commission intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the text as it backs its Communication on the share of renewable energy in the EU (COM(2004)366).

Twenty-one renewable energies for the 21st century

Recognising the potential of biomass energy, the Commission plans to adopt the Biomass Action Plan soon.

Paving the way for the EU as a world market leader for renewable energies

Stresses the importance of setting mandatory targets for 2020, which will send a clear signal to market actors, such as large-scale energy companies and the financial community, as well as to national policy makers, that renewable energies are the future of energy in the EU and part of its environment and industrial strategy.

Notes that a share of 25% of the EU’s overall energy consumption could be provided by renewable energies by 2020; and asks the Commission to come up with mandatory targets for electricity, transport fuels, and heating and cooling sectors.
For transport fuels and renewable electricity operational indicative targets exist at EU level (21% renewable electricity and 5.75% biofuels in 2010). Even if in the renewable sector quite substantial progress has been made, we are still far from fulfilling the targets we have for 2010. The Commission is doing all it can to encourage and pursue the Member States to stick to those targets. The Commission agrees that a medium and long term strategy is needed. Before doing this it is also essential to implement already existing legislation in this respect. Regarding long-term targets, the Commission said in the Communication (COM(2004)366) that a deeper analysis of the situation was needed first and the different aspects should be properly considered before setting any new target. The Commission has started the process of analysing possible future targets.

For heating and cooling, the added value and the control mechanisms for targets still need to be answered.

Heating and cooling: A major market for low-temperature renewable energies

Considers that the Commission should present a proposal for a directive on heating and cooling in a format similar to that of the Commission proposal for the Biofuels Directive (2003/30/EC).

On heating and cooling from renewable energy sources, the Commission welcomes the own-initiative report from Mrs Rothe which will also contribute to bringing the appropriate initiatives forward.

As already mentioned, the Commission is currently working on its proposal on the Biomass Action Plan. One of the possible measures is to work towards a proposal in 2006 for Community legislation to encourage the use of renewable energy in heating and cooling, including biomass uses.

Asks the Commission to broaden the scope of Directive 2002/91/EC on the energy performance of buildings to all commercial buildings of more than 250 m2​ with regard to total energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies, and to come forward with a proposal for a directive on renewable energies in the heating and cooling sector.

This possibility has been floated in the Green Paper on Energy Efficiency which has been adopted by the Commission on 22 June 2005. Possible Commission actions will be defined in the Action Plan, which will be put forward in 2006 after a wide consultation process.

Electricity: Fair market conditions for renewable electricity production

The Commission agrees that liberalisation is linked with fair conditions for renewable electricity.

The Commission plans to adopt a Communication on support schemes on renewable energy sources at the end of November 2005.

In this Communication, the Commission will evaluate the many different support schemes which actually exist in Europe. It will also address the barriers which are hampering the development of renewable energies. These include complex licensing procedures and poor integration of renewable energy in local planning. In addition to that, the draft Communication identifies grid barriers to slow down, and even stop, the development of renewable electricity.

The Commission is carefully following the full implementation of the Directive on electricity from renewable energy sources.

Following the Communication of May 2004, the Commission will report again by 2010 on the progress made in Member States.

Transport: Efficiency first, renewable fuels second

The European Commission is highly concerned about the current situation in the oil market, characterised by a strong rise in prices. 98% of the transport market is dependant upon oil. Therefore the Commission recently presented a five-point plan of measures that the Commission is already taking, and which will now be accelerated to deal with this challenge.

The first action must be to save energy and to reduce demand. As mentioned before, the Commission has already adopted a Green Paper on Energy Efficiency in June 2005, which identifies the potential for Europe to save as much as 20% compared to a business as usual scenario of its existing energy use in a cost-effective manner. Existing legislation, when fully implemented, could achieve some 10% energy savings.

The most logical response to high oil prices is to switch to using alternative, competitive and, wherever possible, more environmentally friendly energy sources. Therefore the Commission will closely follow the proper implementation of the biofuels Directive.

The draft Communication on the Biomass Action Plan under internal discussions, considers different actions asked by the Parliament, like possible amendments of 98/70/EC or a possible biofuel obligation on fuel suppliers.

Biomass: The sleeping giant amongst renewable energies

The Commission wants in particular to welcome the points devoted to biomass. This sector is very important for the development of renewable energies. The energy potential of biomass in the Union is significant and needs to be developed. The Commission shares the view that biomass energy is intimately linked to other European policies and that it should be integrated in the Communities financial instruments. In the recent Commission proposal for a Council decision on rural development, the Commission proposed the integration of biomass and biofuels in rural development as an important new market in a sustainable agriculture.

Biomass is also integrated in the Commission’s proposal for cohesion and structural funds.

Innovation: The importance of better coordination between the European, national, local and regional levels

Since the negotiations on the financial perspectives 2007-2013 have not yet been concluded, it is timely difficult to judge on the appropriateness of the budget advanced by the Parliament for the Intelligent Energy - Europe II programme. The Commission proposed a 111 Million € annual budget for the Intelligent Energy II programme, which represents an 80% increase with respect to the current programme.

Research and development: A priority for renewable energy and energy efficiency

The Commission agrees that R&D efforts on renewable energies and energy efficiency should be enhanced.

Export strategy, developing policy

In the strategy for accelerating progress towards attaining the Millennium Development Goals (COM(2005)134) presented in April 2005, and in the recently adopted strategy for Africa, the Commission underlined the importance of sustainable energy services for attaining the Millennium Development Goals.

Providing access to energy services and secure an affordable energy supply, notably based on renewable energy sources, are key issues for the eradication of poverty and for social and economic development. They are essential to address climate change, urban air pollution and other risks to human health as well as to avoid unsustainable use of natural resources and to enhance energy supply security and to help prevent conflicts. It implies the need for a long term integrated approach to energy supply and demand management, i.e. putting in place of coherent energy polices, regulatory frameworks as well as institutional and technical capacity in which renewable energy and energy efficiency play a key role.

In the framework of the Financial Perspectives 2007-2013, the Commission announced in August 2005 (COM(2005)324) the intention to propose a thematic programme aimed at providing support for "Environment and Sustainable Management of Natural Resources including Energy" in the context of the EU development and economic co-operation with third countries.

This programme shall include a specific strand aiming at supporting sustainable energy options in developing countries that also contribute to poverty reduction. This strand shall be implemented within the framework of the EU Energy Initiative for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Energy decided at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, and it will be in line with the Commission's strategy for energy cooperation with developing countries (COM(2002)408). This new programme shall draw on the experience of the first COOPENER programme 2003-2006.
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