
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
Proposals for amending the basic Regulations of 18 Agencies as regards the term of office of their Director
1.
Rapporteur: Giuseppe Gargani

2.
EP Nos: A6-0345/2005, A6-0347/2005, A6-0349/2005, A6-0351/2005, A6-352/2005, A6-0354/2005, A6-0357/2005, A6-0359/2005, A6-0360/2005, A6-0361/2005, A6-0362/2005, A6-0363/2005. N.B. : Consultation procedure requiring a single reading : A6-0346/2005, A6-0348/2005, A6-0350/2005, A6-0353/2005, A6-0355/2005, A6-0358/2005

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 13 December 2005

4.
Subject: Proposals for amending the basic Regulations of 18 Agencies as regards the term of office of their Director.

5.
Inter-institutional references: 2005/72(COD), 2005/73(COD), 2005/74(COD), 2005/75(COD), 2005/76(COD), 2005/81(COD), 2005/82(COD), 2005/83(COD), 2005/85(COD), 2005/86(COD), 2005/87(COD), 2005/88(COD)

2005/77(CNS), 2005/78(CNS), 2005/79(CNS), 2005/80(CNS), 2005/84(CNS), 2005/89(CNS).

6.
Legal basis: variable according to the proposals, depending on the Agency’s field of competence.

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
The Commission’s position: Rejection of all the amendments approved by the European Parliament (EP), for the following reasons:

· introducing a requirement to consult an EP representative before appointing a Director or extending the term of office would cause the procedure to be lengthened, contrary to the objective of simplification sought. In particular, the EP has a representative on the management board of only five Agencies, who would be involved de facto in the appointment of the Director or in any decision to extend the term of office;

· removing the Commission’s responsibility for proposing an extension of the Director’s term of office, or for making an evaluation, would denature the proposed Regulations and call into question the existing institutional balance.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Contacts will be made at the start of 2006 with the rapporteur and the Austrian Presidency in an attempt to find a compromise at second reading with the EP and the Council and to avoid conciliation.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the common position: The Council should adopt a common position early in 2006, making provision for the proposed amendments discussed in working group under the UK Presidency. As far as the six proposals subject to the consultation procedure are concerned, the Council will not adopt the Regulations until after the discussions with the EP on the Regulations subject to codecision.
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