
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the common agricultural policy and establishing certain support schemes for farmers
1.
Rapporteur: Jean-Claude Fruteau
2.
EP No: A6-0392/2005
3.
Date of adoption: 19 January 2006

4.
Subject: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the common agricultural policy and establishing certain support schemes for farmers (COM(2005)0263)
5.
Interinstitutional reference: 2005/0119(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
The Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments ‘in principle’.
Accept in principle

Amendment 2 - The wording as such is not acceptable but some adjustment along these lines could be inserted in current recital 2 in the Commission draft (background to justify the need to provide compensation).

Amendment 3 - Most of the wording changes proposed can be accepted but a thorough check of the final text will be required.

Amendment 5 - In the light of the specificities of the sugar regime, it appears appropriate to grant MS an extended flexibility in the management of compensation aids. A detailed check of the final wording will be required (e.g. to highlight that the coupled aid for beet growers who continue production in MS undertaking a significant reduction of quota should be transitional).
Amendment 6 - Although the notion that MS will enjoy greater flexibility in integrating sugar beet payments into the single payment is correct, the final wording will have to be checked carefully.

Amendment 7 - Inclusion of sugar beet into « set-aside » areas to support the “energy” vocation of this crop.
Amendment 8 - An extended flexibility for MS is necessary in terms of decoupling. Exact wording to be checked against the ongoing technical review of this regulation.
Amendment 11 - The reference throughout the text to cane growers has already been included in the technical correction of the Commission proposals submitted to the Council.
Amendments 12, 14, 15, 16 - Figures to be taken from the ongoing technical review of this regulation.
Reject

Amendment 1 - The reference price will be in force as from 2006/07. However, an explicit reference to the price drop also for sugar beet is acceptable.
Amendment 9 - The increase of the aid amount for energy crops has not been proposed by the Commission. The Commission will in the near future come up with a set of proposals to foster energy crops.

Amendment 10 - The increase of the maximum guaranteed area for energy crops payment has not been proposed by the Commission. The Commission will in the near future come up with a set of proposals to foster energy crops.

Amendment 17 - The financial assistance for Sugar Protocol ACP countries is covered in a separate legislative act.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: See point 10.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: Based on discussions on the Commission proposal, a political agreement was reached in the Council on 26 November 2006. The Commission proposal will be amended.
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