European Parliament Resolution on inshore fishing and the problems encountered by inshore fishing communities

1.
Rapporteur: Sean Ó Neachtain (UEN/IE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0141/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0276

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 June 2006

4.
Subject: Inshore fishing and the problems encountered by inshore fishing communities
5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The Resolution underlines the sector’s vital contribution not only to local economies but also to maintaining the social fabric of coastal communities and preserving cultural traditions and practices.
The European Parliament calls for “minimum criteria which are acceptable to all” to be laid down as a way to a common definition of coastal fishing in the Union. It also calls for community financing of vessel modernisation measures, as well as specific educational and training programmes to encourage new entries to the sector.

The European Parliament believes that it is essential for inshore fishermen and dependent communities to be more directly involved in processing and trading, and that any new inshore fisheries legislation must pay special attention to the need to establish and maintain a safety culture which is traditionally very poor in this sector. The Resolution also draws attention to the plight of women involved in coastal fishing, as they routinely experience very difficult working conditions without a legal work status and the protections that this provides.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission has recently commissioned an important study, which is under way at this very moment, and which will give the Commission a new and up-to-date insight into several cases of small-scale fisheries located in different regions and seas of the Community. The Commission will carefully examine the results of this study and will decide, on the basis of the findings, what measures can be proposed and whether there is scope for a Community initiative on coastal fisheries. Parliament’s Resolution is a very valuable contribution to this reflection and will also be taken into account.

As regards the community financing called for, the European Fisheries Fund offers assistance to small coastal fisheries in different ways. First of all there is a reduction of the private contribution to modernisation of vessels for owners of smaller ships to 20%. The European Fisheries Fund also allows for young fishermen to be offered favourable conditions for training and the purchase of a first second-hand vessel. The Fund can also be used for projects aimed at bringing about gender equality. It provides for the promotion of processing and marketing, which could be beneficial to coastal communities and fishermen.

The Commission agrees that women should be given and should take every opportunity to establish gender parity. The Commission will do its utmost to bring this about by all available means with regard to fisheries, particularly coastal fisheries, where women are more prominent than in the other fisheries sectors.
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