
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation 2667/2000/EC on the European Agency for Reconstruction

1.
Rapporteur: Jelko Kacin

2.
EP No: A6-0285/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 12 October 2006

4.
Subject: European Agency for Reconstruction: extension of mandate and status until 31 December 2008
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0057(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: EC Treaty, Article 181(a) paragraph 2

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission refuses all amendments adopted by Parliament.

The European Parliament has proposed to amend the draft Regulation in order to ensure that the expertise gained in the European Agency for Reconstruction (EAR) in the provision of technical and financial assistance is not lost during the transfer of responsibilities and that the necessary continuity of work is guaranteed.  Parliament has thus proposed that the Commission reports to Parliament and the Council on a quarterly basis on the ongoing operational details of the transfer plan from the EAR to the EC Delegations/Offices, including the distribution of tasks between them during the transitional period 2007-2008.  It has further proposed that these quarterly reports include (i) information on the regional projects the Commission intends to support once the EAR ceases to exist and (ii) plans for the upgrading of the EC Delegations/Offices in Montenegro and Kosovo.

The Commission does not necessarily disagree with the substance of the proposed amendments but considers that these should not be addressed in the present Regulation, the purpose of which is merely to extend the mandate of the EAR for an additional two years.  The Commission has undertaken to provide Parliament with updated information on the phasing out of the EAR and the phasing in of the EC Delegations/Offices on a regular basis.

In the meantime, the Commission is taking all necessary steps to avoid any loss of expertise accumulated in the EAR and to recruit EAR staff in the EC Delegations/Offices with due respect to recruitment/contracting rules.  The Commission is also taking all necessary steps to set up a well-structured Delegation in Montenegro and is already making plans towards the strengthening of the EC Liaison Office in Pristina and its potential upgrading to an EC Delegation.  Moreover, the Commission is currently preparing the strategic document for the programming of regional projects in 2007-2009 under the Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA), including cross-border cooperation activities. Regional cooperation is considered an important priority under IPA.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Not applicable (see point 8).

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the proposed Regulation in a forthcoming Council meeting by early December 2006.
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