
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council decision establishing a Community civil protection mechanism (recast)

1.

Rapporteur: Dimitrios Papadimoulis

2.

EP No: A6-0286/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 24 October 2006

4.
Subject: Community civil protection mechanism (recast)

5.

Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0009(CNS)

6.

Legal basis: Articles 308 TEC and 203 EURATOM

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.

Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
The Commission can accept 36 of the 59 amendments adopted by the ENVI Committee in full, in part or in principle.  These relate to:

1.
The inclusion of definitions. Definitions have already been added to the version currently being negotiated in Council. They are in line with the ones proposed by the European Parliament.

2.
Ensuring transport and equipment for civil protection assistance. Ensuring the timely transport of civil protection assistance is one of the key aims of the proposal and the Commission therefore welcomes the European Parliament's support on this issue.

3.
Early warning and alert systems. The Commission recognises the importance of the timely alert of the population in case of an emergency and therefore supports the amendment that the Community should contribute to the development of early warning and alert systems. It should however be noted that the operation of such alert systems is the responsibility of the Member States.

4.
Civil protection intervention modules. Modules are another of the proposed key developments of the Mechanism and again the Commission welcomes the European Parliament's support and agrees with the amendments which stress the need for interoperability.

5.
The supporting role which could be played by the Mechanism, in case of crises outside the European Union involving EU citizens. While this cannot become the primary role of the Mechanism, the Commission is committed to developing this strand of work.
In many cases the proposed amendments complement and improve the current wording of the proposal.

However, the Commission cannot accept the amendments that relate to the following:

1. Prevention. The scope of the Mechanism is limited to the preparedness and response phases. Moreover, several prevention aspects such as information for the public are already covered in the framework of the financial instrument.

2. Public health aspects. In case of emergency, civil protection actions have a direct effect on human life/health, nevertheless the mechanisms set up at EU level for civil protection do not constitute part of the public health policy which is covered by other existing Community instruments.

3. Deliberate marine pollution. Deliberate marine pollution normally refers to small illegal discharges of oil from ships. As the Mechanism responds only to major emergencies, it should not be legally bound to provide assistance in the event of such minor discharges. However, the Mechanism's proposed mandate covers "man-made disasters". This means that, in the unlikely event of a large-scale, intentional discharge, the Mechanism would still be able to intervene.

9.

Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: The Commission will inform Council orally of its position on Parliament's amendments and will try to facilitate their inclusion during the discussion on the proposal in the Council Civil Protection Working Group.

10.

Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Decision should be adopted by the Council by the end of 2006.









European Commission, B-1049 Brussels – Belgium, Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11.

Office: BERL 7/352, Telephone: direct line (32-2) 299 31 45, Fax: 296 59 57. 

2

