European Parliament Resolution on Breast cancer in the enlarged European Union

1.
Groups which tabled the Resolution further to Questions for Oral Answer, pursuant to Rule 108(5) of Parliament's Rules of Procedures: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL, IND/DEM and UEN

2.
EP reference number: B6-0528/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0449
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 25 October 2006
4.
Subject: Breast cancer in the enlarged European Union
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament in this Resolution supports the Commission’s policies in cancer prevention and control, particularly in the area of breast cancer. The resolution was adopted almost unanimously.

Breast cancer is the most frequent cancer by incidence as 275,000 women contract it each year and 88,000 women die from it. It is estimated that about 33% of the women who die from breast cancer each year could be saved, if best practice for screening, diagnosis and treatment would be applied in all Member States. The Resolution highlights the importance of the EU guidelines for quality assurance in breast cancer screening and diagnosis, together with the Council recommendation on cancer screening of 2 December 2003, describing best practice for breast cancer screening and diagnosis. It also regrets that breast cancer screening and diagnosis is offered only in some Member States according to the recommendation and guidelines. Therefore, the achievable reduction in breast cancer mortality might not be reached in the entire EU.

Novel aspects are also raised as regards breast cancer in women younger than 50 or older than 69 years of age, and women with hereditary forms of breast cancer, as well as breast cancer in men, which is a rare disease.

In summary, the Resolution lends support to established Commission policies but calls for stepping up its efforts in supporting prevention and control of breast cancer by a concerted comprehensive range of policies.

The Member States are urged to step up implementation of the Council recommendation, together with the EU guidelines for quality assurance.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Progress and implementation on cancer screening in Europe, as well as the specific monitoring role of cancer registries, will be jointly addressed by an implementation report, to be prepared by the Commission in 2007. As the Member States are invited to report to the Commission by the end of 2006 on their implementation of the Council recommendation on cancer screening, it is not possible to report earlier on progress as regards reduction of breast cancer specific mortality. The Commission services intend to include qualitative and quantitative information in the above-mentioned report. Following the adoption of the report, Member States and the European Parliament will have the opportunity to review the report and to consider possible options for future measures and actions.

The Resolution also calls for continuous support for future updating and extending of the EU guidelines for quality assurance of breast cancer screening and diagnosis. This point has already been taken up in a grant agreement with the European Cancer Network. This network is charged with preparatory work for updating the EU guidelines, with priority to accreditation and certification in screening and diagnosis and as regards training of health care professionals working in interdisciplinary breast centres. This includes the training of breast nurses. This work will be furthered and published as an update to the guidelines.

As regards information on hereditary breast cancer and information geared to the needs of young women suffering from breast cancer, the Commission will review the issue in the context of its ongoing rare disease and research activities.

Regarding the special charter for protection of rights of breast cancer patients and chronically sick people in the work place, such protection should be guaranteed as part of a general approach to workers entitlements and health care, and not limited to a specific disease.

As regards the European Fund for Regional development and the European Social Fund providing support to breast cancer screening and treatment, this has already been taken up by the Commission services in providing information for Member States on how to support such initiatives under the new health objective of the funds.

Regarding the publication of the guidelines on the internet, this will be reviewed by the Commission as soon as reprinting of the latest edition will be received.

Regarding the international dimension of EU policies in breast cancer prevention and control regular meetings are held with the WHO on issues of disease prevention and control.

As regards research on breast cancer, new methods for screening, and monitoring of treatment of breast cancer, the Commission intends to pursue sustained efforts in this area.

Research into the causes of breast cancer has been substantially supported as part of the “Combating cancer” area of the thematic priority 1 “Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health” within the 6th Framework Programme. 4 projects (for a global amount of 17 M€), specifically deal with breast cancer research.

The Commission is aware of the importance of elucidating the role environmental factors and life style may have, in addition to a specific genetic background, in the development of cancer. Indeed, as part of the first call for proposals under the 7th Framework Programme within the "Health" theme, the Commission foresees the possibility to open, amongst other subjects, the area of gene-environment interactions and cancer(s) development. This will include lifestyle as well as other major risk factors.

The Commission is fully aware of the role in cancer prevention of appropriate cancer screening technologies. It fully acknowledges the impact of current breast cancer screening practices on the fight against this disease.  It fully agrees on the need to ensure that the most refined cancer screening technologies are developed.

Pursuing efforts in this field under the "Health" theme of the 7th Framework Programme, the Commission considers the possibility of addressing the subject of research on novel cancer screening methods aimed at depicting new markers or technologies that would ensure the earliest possible detection of cancer or precancerous lesions.
A subject on translation of genomics technology into innovative cancer biomarkers that might aid in early diagnosis of cancer patients is also foreseen amongst the potential subjects to be tackled within the Health theme of the 7th Framework Programme.
--------

PAGE  
3

