
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products

1.
Rapporteur: Elisabeth JEGGLE (PPE-DE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0283/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)372

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 September 2007 

4.
Subject: The common organisation of the market in milk and milk products
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0026(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: EC Treaty particularly articles 36 and 37

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
Amendments rejected

Amendment 1: RECITAL 4: The Commission cannot accept the amendment. The private storage scheme for cream and skimmed milk powder should be abolished. The two measures have been inactive for a long time. Even if situations with serious imbalance would arise in the market, the schemes would be considered obsolete.

Amendment 2: RECITAL 8: The Commission cannot accept the amendment. The measures of the Milk Mini Package are of a technical and simplifying nature which are already in favour of the dairy market. The Commission sees no reason for a restructuring fund, since the restructuring has already been in process for several years.

Amendments 3 and 4 The Commission cannot accept these amendments. They are technically connected with Amendment 1.

Amendment 7: Same comment as for Amendment 2. The measures of the Milk Mini Package are already in favour of the dairy market. The Commission sees no reason for a restructuring fund, because the milk mini-package proposals are not really of a restructuring nature.

Amendments accepted

Amendment 5: The Commission can accept the amendment for the rate of 18.15 EUR/100kg. However, for practical reasons the entry into force will be 1 January 2008. 18.15 EUR/100kg is the aid rate that is in force for whole milk from 1 August 2007. In view of simplification it is a reasonable compromise to extend that rate for all types of milk. It provides more financial resources for the school milk scheme than the previous proposal.

Amendment 6: The Commission can agree with the suggestion to widen the range of products. However, the Commission considers the impact assessment unnecessary. The Commission has been carefully looking into the scheme for more than one year, receiving information and data from Member States, analysing that information; and already preparing ideas for the reviewed scheme. Moreover, this year consultations will be carried out in certain Member States to see how the scheme operates in practice. The school milk scheme needs to be reformed as soon as possible, and its entry into force has to be in line with the entry into force of the Milk Mini Package.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to orally draw the Council's attention to their position on the amendments adopted by Parliament.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 26 September 2007.
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