
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 318/2006 on the common organisation of the markets in the sugar sector
1.
Rapporteur: Katerina BATZELI (PSE/EL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0310/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0405

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 September 2007
4.
Subject: Common organisation of the markets in the sugar sector
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2007/0086(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37(2) of the Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position:

Amendment 1 - Article 10(2): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The amendment would de facto lead to an obligatory quota cut of 13.5% for all undertakings, which is in contradiction to the voluntary nature of the temporary restructuring fund.
Amendment 2 - Article 11(1): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified accordingly.
Amendment 3 - Article 19(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The reform of the market organisation for sugar was based on a balance between beet sugar and sugar produced from imported cane. The surplus on the market is mainly due to the beet sugar sector, where not enough quota has been renounced during the first two years of the restructuring period. It is therefore justified to not to apply the withdrawal mechanism on refiners' traditional supply needs.
Amendment 4 - Article 19a(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. After the end of the four year restructuring period, it is no longer justified to take Member States' restructuring efforts into account for the preventive withdrawal coefficient.

Amendment 5 - Article 19a(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It would be unjustified to give an additional advantage only to undertakings renouncing quota in 2008/2009, disregarding the efforts undertaken during the first two years of the restructuring period.

Amendment 6 - Annex VIII: The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 3rd and the 6th amendment.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission drew the Council's attention to the Commission's position on EP's amendments orally.

The Presidency Compromise discussed in the Council Meeting on 26. September 2007 already took account of amendment 2.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal has been adopted in the Council Meeting on 9 October.
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