
	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN COMMISSION
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL
Directorate G
Relations with the European Parliament, the European Ombudsman, the European Economic and Social Committee, the Committee of the Regions and the National Parliaments



Brussels, 18 October 2007
	SP(2007)5401
	
	


Commission communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the September 2007 I and II part-sessions
THE FIRST PART OF THIS COMMUNICATION INFORMS PARLIAMENT OF THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION IN RESPECT OF AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED LEGISLATION ADOPTED BY PARLIAMENT DURING THE SEPTEMBER 2007 PART-SESSIONS.
IN THE SECOND PART, THE COMMISSION LISTS A NUMBER OF NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY PARLIAMENT DURING THE SAME PART-SESSIONS, WITH EXPLANATIONS AS TO WHY IT WILL NOT BE RESPONDING FORMALLY.
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Part One
Legislative opinions
CODECISION PROCEDURE - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the inland transport of dangerous goods
1.
Rapporteur: Boguslaw LIBERADZKI (PSE/PL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0253/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0370 HYPERLINK "http://www2.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade2?L=EN&OBJID=92662&LEVEL=4&MODE=SIP&NAV=X&LSTDOC=N" 

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 September 2007
4.
Subject: Inland transport of dangerous goods
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2006/0278(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 80 (2) TEC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all the amendments adopted by Parliament.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The endorsement by the Council of the amendments of the Parliament is foreseen for one of the forthcoming Councils, allowing therefore the adoption of this proposal in first reading.
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 on the establishment of a common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union
1.
Rapporteur: Gerardo GALEOTE QUECEDO (PPE-DE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0285/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0360
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 September 2007
4.
Subject: A common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0038(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 285 TEC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)
8.
Position of the Commission: The Commission can accept all the amendments adopted by the European Parliament at first reading.
The first amendment concerns the standard recital about the subsidiarity and proportionality principles. The second amendment is about Annex III, where the type of "smaller administrative unit" in Bulgaria is changed from "naseleni mesta" to "obshtini". The content of this amendment is in line with the proposal from Bulgaria and with agreements between Eurostat and the Bulgarian statistical office.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal as there is already an agreement between the European Parliament and the Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Adoption of the proposal is expected at a forthcoming Council.
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the production and development of statistics on education and lifelong learning
1.
Rapporteur: Nicolaos SIFUNAKIS (PSE/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0307/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0400
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 September 2007
4.
Subject: Statistics in the field of education and lifelong learning
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2005/0248(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 285 TEC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
8.
Position of the Commission: The Commission can accept all amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
9.
Timetable for the amended proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Timetable for adoption: On 14 September 2007, COREPER approved an identical text to that adopted by the European Parliament. Adoption of the Regulation at a forthcoming Council is expected soon.
CODECISION procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council establishing the European Institute of Technology
1.
Rapporteur: Reino PAASILINNA (PSE/FI)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0293/2007 / P6_TA-PROV (2007) 0409
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 September 2007
4.
Subject: The European Institute of Technology (EIT)
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2006/0197(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 157(3) of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept some of the 75 amendments adopted by Parliament including: the following amendments either in full, in part, and/or in spirit, as they improve its proposal:
(2), (3), (7), (12), (14), (15), (16), (17), (18), (20), (22), (23), (26), (28), (29), (30), (32), (36), (37), (38), (39), (40), (41), (42), (43), (44), (45), (46), (48), (49), (50), (52), (56), (57), (59), (60), (61), ( (63), (64), (65), (66), (67), (68), (70), (72), (73), (74).

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments: (1), (4), (5), (6), (8), (9), (10), (11), (13), (19), (21), (24), (25), (27), (31), (33), (34), (35), (47), (51), (53), (54), (55), (58), (62), (69), (71), (75).

It should be noted that, amendments (6) and (33) (pilot phase), (11), (34) (degrees and diplomas) and 58 (the strategic innovation agenda) were deemed unacceptable by the Commission at the time of the vote by the EP.  However, progress has been made since then which leads the Commission to believe that an appropriate wording could be found.
In parallel to the legislative process, the two arms of the budgetary authority are discussing the sources for the financing of the European Institute of Technology, in the context of Budgetary Trialogue meetings, on the basis of the Commission's proposal on the revision of the multi-annual financial framework 2007-2013 (COM(2007)549 final) of 19, September 2007. The Commission has reserved its position on amendments (21) and (62) pending agreement on the sources of the funding.
It should be noted that the Resolution adopted by the European Parliament on 26 September and the text of the general approach adopted by the Competitiveness Council on 26 June go in the same direction.  The Commission's view is that this should facilitate discussions and convergence in view of a negotiated common position.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: Political agreement is expected to be reached in autumn 2007.  The Council is expected to adopt its common position in autumn 2007.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products
1.
Rapporteur: Elisabeth JEGGLE (PPE-DE/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0283/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)372
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 September 2007 

4.
Subject: The common organisation of the market in milk and milk products
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0026(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: EC Treaty particularly articles 36 and 37
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
Amendments rejected
Amendment 1: RECITAL 4: The Commission cannot accept the amendment. The private storage scheme for cream and skimmed milk powder should be abolished. The two measures have been inactive for a long time. Even if situations with serious imbalance would arise in the market, the schemes would be considered obsolete.
Amendment 2: RECITAL 8: The Commission cannot accept the amendment. The measures of the Milk Mini Package are of a technical and simplifying nature which are already in favour of the dairy market. The Commission sees no reason for a restructuring fund, since the restructuring has already been in process for several years.
Amendments 3 and 4 The Commission cannot accept these amendments. They are technically connected with Amendment 1.
Amendment 7: Same comment as for Amendment 2. The measures of the Milk Mini Package are already in favour of the dairy market. The Commission sees no reason for a restructuring fund, because the milk mini-package proposals are not really of a restructuring nature.
Amendments accepted
Amendment 5: The Commission can accept the amendment for the rate of 18.15 EUR/100kg. However, for practical reasons the entry into force will be 1 January 2008. 18.15 EUR/100kg is the aid rate that is in force for whole milk from 1 August 2007. In view of simplification it is a reasonable compromise to extend that rate for all types of milk. It provides more financial resources for the school milk scheme than the previous proposal.
Amendment 6: The Commission can agree with the suggestion to widen the range of products. However, the Commission considers the impact assessment unnecessary. The Commission has been carefully looking into the scheme for more than one year, receiving information and data from Member States, analysing that information; and already preparing ideas for the reviewed scheme. Moreover, this year consultations will be carried out in certain Member States to see how the scheme operates in practice. The school milk scheme needs to be reformed as soon as possible, and its entry into force has to be in line with the entry into force of the Milk Mini Package.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to orally draw the Council's attention to their position on the amendments adopted by Parliament.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 26 September 2007.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 2597/1997 laying down additional rules on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk
1.
Rapporteur: Elisabeth JEGGLE (PPE-DE/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0284/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)373
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 September 2007
4.
Subject: Additional rules on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0027(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: EC Treaty, Article 37
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position:
Amendment 1: RECITAL 4: The Commission cannot accept the amendment. The preamble already provides that the fat content has to be clearly indicated on the packaging.
Amendment 2: The Commission can accept the amendment proposing to delete the 0.2 % tolerance for the fat content. We equally accept the imperative nature of the drinking milk denomination ("shall" instead of "may"). The reference to Directive 2000/13 is not necessary because this directive automatically applies. The fat content has to be clearly indicated and easily readable on the packaging.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to orally draw the Council's attention to their position on the amendments adopted by Parliament.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 26 September 2007.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation derogating from Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the common agricultural policy and establishing certain support schemes for farmers, as regards set aside for year 2008
1.
Rapporteur: Neil PARISH (PPE-DE/UK)
2.
EP reference number: C6-302/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0411
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 September 2007
4.
Subject: Set aside for year 2008
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2007/0194(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Third paragraph of Article 37 (2) of the Treaty establishing the European Community. Council Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003.
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position:
Prolongation of the decision to 2009 (Amendments 7 and 9)
The Commission cannot accept these amendments as the proposal is aiming at relieving the market tension linked to the current situation. By its very nature it is a short-term measure to be confined to the ongoing marketing year.
During the Health Check discussions full attention will be devoted to the future of the set-aside. The legal proposals of the Health Check will be tabled in the spring 2008, in good time to decide on the 2009 set-aside rate.
Assessment of the environmental impact of abandoning set-aside (amendments 10 and 11)
Set-aside is primarily a market management tool. Nevertheless, the Commission does not ignore the environmental benefits that this instrument has brought about and it will be necessary to consider how to retain them during the 'Health Check' review.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Non applicable.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 26 September 2007.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 318/2006 on the common organisation of the markets in the sugar sector
1.
Rapporteur: Katerina BATZELI (PSE/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0310/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0405
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 September 2007
4.
Subject: Common organisation of the markets in the sugar sector
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2007/0086(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37(2) of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position:
Amendment 1 - Article 10(2): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The amendment would de facto lead to an obligatory quota cut of 13.5% for all undertakings, which is in contradiction to the voluntary nature of the temporary restructuring fund.
Amendment 2 - Article 11(1): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified accordingly.
Amendment 3 - Article 19(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The reform of the market organisation for sugar was based on a balance between beet sugar and sugar produced from imported cane. The surplus on the market is mainly due to the beet sugar sector, where not enough quota has been renounced during the first two years of the restructuring period. It is therefore justified to not to apply the withdrawal mechanism on refiners' traditional supply needs.
Amendment 4 - Article 19a(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. After the end of the four year restructuring period, it is no longer justified to take Member States' restructuring efforts into account for the preventive withdrawal coefficient.
Amendment 5 - Article 19a(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It would be unjustified to give an additional advantage only to undertakings renouncing quota in 2008/2009, disregarding the efforts undertaken during the first two years of the restructuring period.
Amendment 6 - Annex VIII: The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 3rd and the 5th amendments.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission drew the Council's attention to the Commission's position on EP's amendments orally.
The Presidency Compromise discussed in the Council Meeting on 26. September 2007 already took account of amendment 2.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal has been adopted in the Council Meeting on 9 October.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 320/2006 establishing a temporary scheme for the restructuring of the sugar industry in the Community
1.
Rapporteur: Katerina BATZELI (PSE/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0309/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0404
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 September 2007
4.
Subject: Restructuring of the sugar industry
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2007/0085(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37(2) of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position:
Amendment 1 - RECITAL 9: The Commission can not accept the amendment. The requirement of a mutual agreement between growers and undertakings could in some cases prevent the restructuring process, especially in view of the tight deadlines.
Amendment 2 - Article 1(3): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The levels of compensation foreseen in the current proposal are fixed at a level which will allow to finance the amount of quota renunciation which is necessary to reach a market balance.
Amendment 3 - Article 3(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Providing additional aid for the transformation of a former sugar factory into a bio-energy plant would distort the competition in the bio-energy sector, disadvantaging other investors.
Amendment 26 - Article 3(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. In order not to penalize undertakings which have closed factories in 2005/2006, they could apply for restructuring aid for these factories in 2006/2007. Extending this possibility to later marketing years is not justified and would lead to control problems.
Amendment 4 - Article 3(3): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It goes beyond the scope of the temporary restructuring fund for the sugar industry to require former sugar producing undertakings to develop an alternative economic activity in order to benefit from restructuring aid.
Amendment 5 - Article 3(4): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 4th amendment.
Amendment 6 - Article 3(5): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Any modification of the aid levels, which are differentiated to take the cost of full and partial dismantling of production facilities into account, would change one of the cornerstones of the sugar market reform, which is not the intention of this proposal.
Amendment 7 - Article 3(5): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 6th amendment.
Amendment 8 - Article 3(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Increasing the growers' share of the restructuring aid from 10% to 25% would discourage undertakings to participate in the fund and might, in the light of the additional payment of 237.5 EUR/tonne for 2008/2009, lead to an over-compensation of growers.
Amendment 9 - Article 3(6): The Commission can accept part of the amendment. Like beet and cane producers and sugar undertakings, also chicory growers and inulin syrup producers should be eligible for the retroactive payments foreseen in the proposal. However, making growers' participation in the fund dependant on the agreement within the trade would be an impediment for the restructuring process.
Amendment 10 - Article 3(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Obliging former beet growers to use their share of the restructuring aid for specific purposes would go beyond the scope of the restructuring fund and put an excessive burden of control on Member States.
Amendment 11 - Article 3(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 3rd and the 6th amendment.
Amendment 12 - Article 3(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Increasing the additional payment to growers would lead to overcompensation of this group as compared to other groups involved in the restructuring process.
Amendment 27 - Article 3(7): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified accordingly.
Amendment 13 - Article 3(8): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified to clarify the notion of "part or totality" of quota.
Amendment 14 - Article 3(8): The Commission can not accept the amendment. Like the aid levels (6th amendment), the level of the restructuring amount is one of the cornerstones of the 2005 reform.
Amendment 15 - Article 4(1): The Commission can accept part of the amendment. The proposed two-phase application process has been incorporated in the proposal, allowing undertakings which renounced a minimum percentage of their quota with an application until 31 January 2008 to submit a second application until 31 March 2008. An application submitted in the second application period has to fulfil all conditions and cannot be limited only to the social aspects of restructuring.
Amendment 16 - Article 4(2): The Commission can accept the spirit of the amendment. It is not necessary to add the proposed text, because undertakings wanting to make an application during the second application period have to follow the normal application procedure, which foresees a consultation of growers in the framework of the agreement within the trade, on the basis of a draft restructuring plan.
Amendment 17 - Article 4a(1): The Commission can not accept the amendment. For reasons of practicality and because delivery contracts are normally concluded between the same parties year after year, it is preferable to take the preceding marketing year as a basis.
Amendment 18 - Article 4a(3): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified accordingly.
Amendment 19 - Article 4a(3): The Commission can not accept the amendment. All growers should have the same possibility to make an application for restructuring aid.
Amendment 20 - Article 4a(4): The Commission can accept the amendment in principle. The Commission intends to lay down the application of a reduction coefficient to avoid an overshoot of the 10% limit in the implementing rules, on the same terms as suggested in this amendment.
Amendment 21 - Article 4a(5): The Commission can accept the amendment. The text has been modified accordingly.
Amendment 22 - Article 4a(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the 19th amendment.
Amendment 23 - Article 5(1): The Commission can accept the amendment in principle. In the framework of the newly introduced second application period for 2008/2009, the deadline for the decision by Member States on the granting of restructuring aid has been clearly defined.
Amendment 24 - Article 6(2): The Commission can not accept the amendment. It is technically connected with the amounts which are the cornerstones of the 2005 reform, like the 6th and the 14th amendment.
Amendment 25 - Article 11(6): The Commission can accept the amendment in principle. Even though a different wording is used, it is clear that the temporary restructuring amount for the 2008/2009 marketing year has to be paid on the amount of quota held in that marketing year, taking quota renunciations during the first and the second application period into account.
Amendment 30 - Article 11(6): The Commission can not accept the amendment. The exemption from the payment of the restructuring amount on the part of the quota which has been subject to the preventive withdrawal in 2007/2008 makes sense in so far as the amount has to be paid on an amount of quota which could not be used in 2007/2008 and will be permanently renounced as from 2008/2009. There is no justification to extend this exemption on an amount of quota that has been used in 2007/2008 to produce quota sugar, with all the advantages resulting from this production.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission drew the Council's attention to the Commission's position on EP's amendments orally.
The Presidency Compromise discussed in the Council Meeting on 26 September 2007 already took account of amendments 9(partly), 13, 15(partly), 16, 18, 20, 21, 23 and 27.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal has been adopted in the Council Meeting on 9 October.
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 93/109/EC of 6 December 1993 as regards certain detailed arrangements for the exercise of the right to vote and stand as a candidate in elections to the European Parliament for citizens of the Union residing in a Member State of which they are not nationals

1.
Rapporteur: Andrew DUFF (ALDE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0267/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0410
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 September 2007
4.
Subject: Right to vote and stand as a candidate in elections to the European Parliament for citizens of the Union residing in a Member State of which they are not nationals
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0277(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 19(2) EC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)
8.
Commission's position:
The Commission's proposal for amending Directive 93/109 follows up on the report on the 2004 European elections, which noted and analysed the difficulties encountered in applying the Directive. It is intended to remedy imperfections in the current system.

The difficulties relate to the cumbersome administration involved in some of the procedures, which is a burden on both national authorities and citizens wishing to stand as candidates in the Member State in which they are resident, the mechanism for preventing double voting and double candidacies and the application procedure for standing as a candidate.

A number of the EP's amendments go well beyond the Commission's proposals for solving the administrative difficulties involved in applying the Directive, in particular:

· eliminating the prohibition on candidacies in more than one Member State for the same election;

· eliminating the automatic cumulation of disqualification of candidates by their Member State of origin and Member State of residence to allow the latter to decide whether or not to take account of disqualification of candidates by their Member State of origin.

The Commission does not consider it appropriate to take account of these amendments in the context of the proposal now under consideration, but understands and supports the motivations for these amendments, in particular the need to increase the rate of participation in European parliamentary elections and make them more European in nature. The Commission is therefore in favour of discussing these issues in depth and commissioning a study on them if appropriate. It committed itself to such discussion, in which the EP will be involved, in a statement made at the time of the EP's vote on this proposal.
Amendments 10 and 23 would eliminate from the proposal the words which specify that penalties provided for in the Directive for inaccuracies in voters' or candidates' declarations apply only to inaccuracies in the formal declarations which result in violation of the obligations laid down in the Directive. If these amendments were accepted, the penalties would apply to any inaccuracy, however slight.

Amendment 11 would introduce a recital referring to the need for the European Parliament, the Commission and the political parties to support the Member States in choosing best practice for informing citizens on their electoral rights. The Commission entirely agrees about the importance of measures to inform citizens on their electoral rights, and devotes particular attention to Member States' compliance with their obligation to inform. In its report on the 2004 European elections, it analysed Member States' information measures in detail and encouraged all the Member States to apply practices which had proved highly effective in fostering the exercise of voting rights. However, there does not seem to be any need for the recital, particularly as there is no corresponding article.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission does not intend to modify its proposal. As already indicated, the Commission will devote further reflection to several of the amendments, based on a study which it intends to launch in the near future.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: Negotiations are ongoing in the Council. The next general elections are due in 2009. For the amended Directive to be transposed in good time before the elections, agreement within the Council will be needed by the end of 2007.

Part Two
Non-legislative resolutions
THE COMMISSION DOES NOT INTEND TO RESPOND FORMALLY TO THE FOLLOWING NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DURING THE SEPTEMBER 2007 PART SESSIONS
-
European Parliament resolution of 6 September 2007 on Bangladesh

(EP: B6-0333/07)
Minutes, Part 2, 6 September 2007

Competent: 
Benita FERRERO-WALDNER


DG External Relations

Grounds:
The Commission will not be responding formally as the Commissioner, Ms Reding, replied in plenary to the requests contained in the Resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 6 September 2007 on the financing of the Special Court in Sierra Leone

(EP: B6-0332/07)
Minutes, Part 2, 6 September 2007

Competent: 
Louis Michel


DG Development

Grounds:
The Commission will not be responding formally as the Commissioner, Ms Reding, replied in plenary to the requests contained in the Resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 27 September 2007 on the ESDP operation in Chad and the Central African Republic

(EP: B6-0362/07)
Minutes, Part 2, 27 September 2007

Competent: 
Louis Michel


DG Development

Grounds:
The Commission will not be responding formally as the Commissioner, Mr Michel, replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 27 September 2007 on Burma

(EP: B6-0363/07)
Minutes, Part 2, 27 September 2007

Competent: 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner


DG External Relations

Grounds:
The Commission will not be responding formally as the Commissioner, Mr Michel, replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
--------------
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