
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council Amending Directive 2001/18/EC concerning the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms, as regards the implementing powers conferred to the Commission

1.
Rapporteur: Gyula HEGYI (PSE/HU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0292/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0520
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 November 2007

4.
Subject: Proposal for amending Directive 2001/18/EC (GMOs deliberate release) to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny

5.

Inter-institutional reference number: 2006/0296(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 of EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept in full all amendments adopted by Parliament.

The Commission's detailed position with regard to the amendments is as follows:

Amendment 9 modifies the standard recital so as to align it with the wording of the Joint Statement. This text was agreed by the three legal services.

Amendments 10 and 11 change the wording of the comitology provisions from active to passive voice. These modifications have no legal effect and do not change the applicable procedure.

Amendment 12 introduces RPS for the establishment of threshold levels for the presence of GMOs in products above which labelling as a GMO is mandatory (Article 21.3). RPS is an acceptable procedure to be followed since foreseen measures meet quasi-legislative criteria.
Amendment 13 makes it explicit that a decision taken on the basis of this provision (Article 23.2 - national safeguard measures) concerns an individual measure taken by an individual Member State. This modification does not change the applicable procedure.

Amendment 14 introduces RPS for the establishment of conditions for the implementation of labelling provisions (Article 26.2). RPS is an acceptable procedure to be followed since it cannot be excluded that the measures adopted on its basis are of quasi-legislative nature.
Amendments 15, 16, 17 clarify the provisions on guidance notes in Annexes II, IV and VII (deletion of the word "supplement" and clarification of the executive/administrative nature of these measures) and remove, in Annexes II and VII, deadlines that have expired.  These modifications do not change the applicable procedure.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and the Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt all the amendments of the European Parliament although the timing of the adoption depends on whether the Council maintains its decision to keep all 25 "priority" proposals as a package.
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