European Parliament Resolution on the EU-Russia Summit

1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, UEN, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0434/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0528

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 November 2007

4.
Subject: EU-Russia Summit
5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament urges the Council and the Commission to call on the Russian Federation to ratify Additional Protocol 14 to the European Convention on Human Rights.

The European Parliament calls for the EU-Russian human rights dialogue to be stepped up and for this dialogue to be opened up to effective input from the European Parliament, the State Duma, and civil society and human rights NGOs.

The European Parliament calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure that the principles of the Energy Charter Treaty are incorporated into the new Agreement which is set to replace the Partnership and Co-operation Agreement.

The European Parliament calls on the Council and the Commission to redouble their efforts to resolve the problems in EU-Russia border crossings.

6.
Reply to the requests and overview of the actions taken by the Commission or outlook of those actions which the Commission intends to take:

On Protocol 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights:

The European Commission agrees that the ratification of Protocol No 14 to the European convention is an issue of the utmost importance.  The Commission regularly raises the issue of the ratification by Russia of Protocol No 14 to the European Convention on Human Rights at all levels of political dialogue, and will continue to do so.

On EU-Russia Human Rights consultations:

The EU-Russia Human Rights Consultations are now in their fourth year, and the twice-yearly meetings are good opportunities for both sides to take up issues of concern in this area. The situation of minorities is included on the agenda.  The meetings are preceded by meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and civil society, which provide valuable input into the consultations. Parliamentary scrutiny of the process is ensured through discussions between Commission services and the relevant committees of the European Parliament.

On the EU-Russia energy dialogue:

The European Commission agrees with the European Parliament on the importance of speaking with one voice to Russia and to other international partners on questions relating to energy. Advances have been made since the adoption of the Energy Policy for Europe, and we continue to see progress towards the aims set out in that document. Energy issues will form an important part of the negotiations on a new agreement with Russia. Our objective is to have the principles of the Energy Charter Treaty reflected in this agreement. It should provide for a genuine level playing field based on reciprocity in access to resources, infrastructure and markets including third party access to pipelines. This would facilitate the necessary investment in the new up-stream capacity and transmission infrastructure that are necessary for reliable and secure supply of energy resources from Russia to the EU.

On the question of queues at EU-Russian borders:

The European Commission agrees with the European Parliament on the need to maintain a strong focus on finding solutions to the problem of lengthy queues at EU-Russia borders. The European Commission and Russia are currently engaged in working on a package of measures designed to alleviate the situation, including through facilitating customs clearance through exchange of pre-arrival information on goods, upgrading customs and transports infrastructure, and adopting legislative and administrative measures by the Russian authorities. Implementation is closely monitored under our transport, as well as customs dialogue; with special regards to three selected border crossings that were chosen as pilots (Vaalimaa (FL) -Torpjanovka, Navra (EE) - Ivangorod and Terehova (LV) – Burachki). The primary focus should remain the reduction of queues given their negative economic, social and environmental impact, while we continue to implement remedy measures (e.g. increase parking places) that could have an immediate impact on the welfare of drivers and local communities. We also welcome the Russian announcement that it will contribute substantial funding to a number of cross-border programmes that may further contribute to improving the situation.
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