Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on promoting social inclusion and combating poverty, including child poverty, in the EU, adopted by the Commission on 3 December 2008
1.
Rapporteur: Gabriele ZIMMER (GUE/NGL/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0364/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0467
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 October 2008

4.
Subject: Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and of requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the Commission's approach to active social inclusion; considers that the overarching aim of active social inclusion policies must be to implement fundamental rights in order to enable people to live with dignity and participate in society and the labour market. It considers that active social inclusion policies must make a decisive impact on the eradication of poverty and social exclusion, both for those in employment (the 'working poor') and for those not in paid employment; agrees with the Commission that a more holistic approach to active social inclusion should be based on the following common principles: a) income support sufficient to prevent social exclusion; b) a link to inclusive labour markets; c) a link to better access to quality services. It also considers that Council Recommendation 92/441/EEC needs to be broadened and updated in the light of the results of the Union's social reality stocktaking and the proposed holistic approach to active inclusion, and also that the Recommendation should take due account of the emergence of new social risks linked to demographic change and the knowledge-based and service economy. And it finally endorses the Commission's view that a more holistic approach to active inclusion should also include a special focus on the eradication of child poverty, on the elimination of inequalities concerning access to health care and health outcomes, on tackling poverty and social exclusion linked to public and private pensions and retirement, and on the provision of decent high-quality long-term care.

7.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission will follow-up the requests from the European Parliament by:

1) Using the instrument of the Open Method of Coordination in the area of Social Protection and Social Inclusion (OMC), also following the deepening of the OMC as set out in the Communication COM(2008)418.

2) After the adoption of Commission Recommendation C(2008)5737 on active inclusion on 3 October 2008, work in cooperation with the Social Protection Committee for its follow-up within the Social OMC.

3) Monitoring the policy evolutions of Member States regarding Social Inclusion and reporting on that via the tri-annual Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion, covering child poverty (paragraphs 8, 23, 24, 25, 81, 82).

4) Continue working on cooperation with Member States on benchmarking, best practices and agree on common indicators and objectives via the Social Protection Committee and it Indicators Sub-Group as well as in co-operating with Eurostat (paragraphs 9, 23, 25, 25, 26, 30, 59, 64, 81, 82).

5) Continue monitoring the impact of EU action on children's rights, equal payment for work of social value (paragraphs 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 89).

6) Continue working on promotion of education and mutual recognition of diplomas and vocational certificates (paragraph 53).

7) Continue working on a framework for equal and universal access to quality services (paragraph 59).

8) Establishing and continue working in the framework of the European Year 2010 for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (paragraph 88).
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