Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the suspension of the WTO Doha Round and the future of the Doha Development Agenda, adopted by the Commission on 3 December 2008
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: EPP-ED, PSE, ALDE, UEN
2.
EP reference number: B6-0521/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0471

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 October 2008

4.
Subject: suspension of the WTO Doha Round and the future of the Doha Development Agenda

5.
Background of the resolution: European Parliament resolution on the DDA and the post-DDA phase in international trade relations.
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
1. The European Parliament resolution underlines the need for renewed focus on the DDA after the failure of the July Ministerial negotiations, in view of a last ditch attempt to conclude the Round in 2008.

2. Highlights the need for DCs and especially LDCs to be given priority in the DDA.

3. It also addresses the post-DDA strategic trade objectives like WTO reform.

4. Calls on the Commission and Council to establish an agreement in the spirit of the Lisbon Treaty to ensure the full participation of Parliament in the EU's international trade negotiations.
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
1. The Commission fully agrees with the European Parliament that in the current context, characterised by economic and financial crisis, a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) would be an important positive signal. This is why the Commission has played a key role in ensuring that the Declaration of the 15 November 2008 G20 Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy contains a commitment to an open global economy and recognises the importance of reaching agreement on modalities for the DDA this year. The Commission is fully prepared to take its responsibilities in brokering such deal. As a matter of fact, since July 2008, the Commission has continued to participate in technical level discussions at the WTO on various issues, and in particular on the issue of Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) where it will continue to promote a constructive compromise.

2. The needs of the Developing Countries and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) have been given priority in the DDA, and the special and differential treatment built into both the agriculture and industrial goods negotiations is strong evidence of this. Commitments taken up by developing countries and emerging economies will be commensurate to their level of development and to their economic size and capacities. LDC's in particular will benefit from duty free quota free access to all developed country markets, if the Round is finalised, thereby generalising the treatment already provided by the EU. Also, the EU has relentlessly reaffirmed its commitment to stepping up both the quality and the quantity of its targeted technical assistance and capacity building for developing countries, regardless of the outcome of the DDA. However, the Commission agrees with the European Parliament that the DDA would provide an opportunity for other bilateral donors to mirror these efforts.

3. The Commission shares the Parliament's view that, in parallel to pursuing the DDA, the WTO and other relevant international organisations need to tackle new global challenges where trade can play a role, such as climate change, energy, food security, access to raw materials, and has put these issues on its trade agenda. WTO reform is an issue that will also have to be tackled, but constructive debate on this should await the outcome of the Doha Round.

4. The Commission is happy to work in close coordination with and to involve the Parliament in trade policy as much as the Treaties permit. The Commission welcomes the fact that the Lisbon Treaty foresees an increased role for the Parliament in trade issues, however, until the Lisbon Treaty is adopted, the Commission, as guardian of the Treaties, is bound by the existing agreements.
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