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Commission communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the March I and II 2009 part-sessions
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1290/2005 on the financing of the common agricultural policy and Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation) as regards food distribution to the most deprived persons in the Community
1.
Rapporteur: Czeslaw Adam SIEKIERSKI (EPP-ED/PL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0091/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0188
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 March 2009
4.
Subject: Food distribution to the most deprived persons in the Community (amendment of the Single CMO Regulation)
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0183(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the Treaty establishing the European Community
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept part of the amendments.
Removal of co-financing (amendments 10-16-17-18-19)
The Commission wants to maintain the introduction of co-financing. According to the Commission it will indeed allow the scope of the scheme to increase significantly by ensuring that the total funds available for the measure better match with the needs. It will also encourage the Member States to take greater responsibilities for the programme's management.
Community origin (amendment 8)
The Commission disagrees with the obligation for the foodstuffs to be distributed to originate in the Community because such an obligation would be an expression of EU protectionism with negative spill-over to other policy areas or CAP instruments and it could possibly lead to difficulties in the WTO. Besides it could also lead to additional administrative costs supported by the Member States and the charities to control the origin.
Costs related to the distribution (amendment 14)
Concerning the costs related to the distribution the Commission is positive about the idea of reimbursing storage costs but maximum financial ceilings which should apply equally to all participating Member States have to be fixed by the Commission.
Legal basis (amendment 2)
The Commission finally considers that Article 37 is the appropriate legal basis of the Programme.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The elements of the European Parliament for which the Commission has indicated a positive position (e.g. the storage costs) may be incorporated to the draft in the framework of the discussions within the Council.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The discussions are now at the Council level. It is up to the Czech Presidency to decide how to pursue the discussions on that issue.
