Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2008 Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Resolution tabled to wind up the debate on the statement by the Commission pursuant to Rule 103(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Erik MEIJER (GUE/NGL/NL) on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B6-0106/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0135
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2009

4.
Subject: Progress toward accession by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
5.
Background of the resolution: 2008 Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution broadly agrees with the findings of the Commission's 2008 Progress Report but regrets that no date was decided for the start of accession negotiations. The resolution focuses on a few key issues rather than giving a comprehensive picture.

Accession negotiations: the resolution is strongly in favour.  It regrets that, three years after achieving candidate status the country still has not started negotiations. It warns this is an unsustainable situation which has demotivating effects for the country and risks destabilizing the region.  It urges the Council to decide on a date for the start of negotiations, during the current year, pending full implementation of the key reform priorities.

Name issue: reiterates the need to find a solution, through the UN, warns that unless agreement is reached, there could be a long delay in joining the EU.  Nonetheless takes the view that the issue should not obstruct accession.

Visa liberalisation: calls on Commission to recommend liberalisation as soon as possible.

Elections: trusts that everything possible will be done to ensure proper conduct of elections in 2009.

Financial crisis: calls on Commission to be vigilant and adopt necessary measures to assist the Western Balkans.

The resolution also underlines that the "renewed interest in Serbia" should not lead to sidelining of the accession process with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

The resolution also covers the issues of freedom of religion, freedom of the media, employment law, environment, railways, renewable energy and the Roma.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission:

· Continues to monitor political developments closely, including the electoral process.  Takes note of the ODIHR preliminary findings that the 2009 presidential and municipal elections met most international standards;

· Will use the key priorities of the Accession Partnership as benchmarks for the readiness of the country to undertake accession negotiations.  These will be assessed in the 2009 Progress Report;

· Encourages the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece to resume talks under the aegis of the United Nations in order to find a negotiated and mutually acceptable solution to the name issue;

· Is engaging with the country on the visa liberalisation road map; recognises the good progress achieved and intends to propose lifting of the visa requirement in the course of this year if the conditions are met; visa liberalisation is to be decided by Member States;

· Adopted an Economic Recovery Package for the Western Balkans of € 120 million in December 2008; is closely monitoring economic and financial developments in the framework of the Stabilisation and Association Committee and the Pre-Accession Economic Programme.
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