Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the role of culture in the development of European regions, adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2009
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 108(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP-ED, PSE, ALDE, UEN, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0166/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0214
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 2 April 2009

4.
Subject: The role of culture in the development of European regions

5.
Background of the resolution:

The adopted resolution originates from three draft resolutions initially tabled separately by PPE-DE, PSE and ALDE Groups, UEN Group and Verts/ALE Group, respectively.

It also relates to an oral question tabled by Doris Pack, on behalf of the PPE-DE group (O‑0064/09), which was debated at the European Parliament Plenary session of 26 March 2009.

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The resolution highlights the need to incorporate culture in regional and local development strategies and focuses on a number of requests to the Commission.

The Commission is called upon to present a Green Paper with a possible range of support measures for contemporary cultural activities aimed at strengthening cultural development in European regions.

The Commission is also called upon to support regional conferences together with regional authorities and the civil society.

Finally, the Commission is invited to present to the Parliament at the earliest opportunity the study on the contribution of culture to local and regional economic development, together with the conclusions and actions which the Commission intends to draw from the study.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

In general, the Commision adheres to the basic premise of the adopted resolution, which focuses on the positive contribution of culture to the development of European regions. The linkages between culture and regional development lie at core of EC policies. Moreover, the Commission has a longstanding partnership with local and regional authorities, as well as the civil society, and organizes regularly conferences with their participation.
The Commission agrees that culture is an important factor for economic development and attractiveness in European regions and cities.

In the context of the EU cohesion policy, regional and local strategies have successfully integrated culture to support creativity and promote innovation in many areas: promotion and preservation of cultural heritage; development of cultural infra-structure and supply of cultural services in support of sustainable tourism, regional attractiveness and socio-economic development; partnerships between the creative sector, industry, research and other sectors; development of cross-border integrated strategies to manage natural and cultural resources and revitalise local economies; sustainable urban development.

However, the many ways in which culture has been integrated in local and regional development strategies have not been analysed in a satisfactory manner. This gap of evidence can be a compromising factor in the designing of policies on regional development.

In order to address this gap, the Commission will soon launch an independent study on the contribution of culture to local and regional economic development as part of the European regional policy and is currently preparing the forthcoming edition of the Panorama magazine which is dedicated to creativity and innovation in European regions.

In that light, the Commission considers that a Green paper on support measures aimed at strengthening cultural development in European regions would be premature and would not have a real added value at this stage.

The Commission services are however considering a possible consultation exercise on the potential of cultural and creative industries. This would aim to contribute to the development of strategies to encourage better linkages between cultural and creative industries and other sectors of the economy, and, thus, connect culture and creativity with innovation and the wider economy. The regional and local dimensions will be fully taken into account in this context.

The Commission regularly organizes conferences with representatives from local and regional authorities and the civil society, e.g. through the Open Days, organised jointly by the Commission and the Committee of the Regions and, as for last year, followed by 221 local 'Europe in my region' events some of which  covered cultural issues. In the framework of the Open Days 2009, the Commission will continue to support this kind of conferences and local events.
It is also recalled that action and operating grants are allocated under the Culture Programme 2007-2013 to support the meetings and the organisation of cultural events across European regions and cities.
In addition, the Commission participates, as often as possible, in debates organised by stakeholders about the local development in the context of the European Capital of culture event. As 2010 will mark the 25 year anniversary of the European Capitals of Culture, the Commission will organise a celebratory event in March 2010.

The Commission will organise the European Cultural Forum (Brussels, 29-30 September 2009), the first within the framework of the European Agenda for culture. Culture and regional development will be one of the topics to be debated.

The services of the Commission are closely involved in the organisation of a number of awareness raising events throughout the European Year on Creativity and Innovation 2009 and highlighting the role of culture as a driver for creativity and innovation in European regions and cities.
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