Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the development of the relations between the European Parliament and national parliaments under the Treaty of Lisbon, adopted by the Commission on 14 July 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Elmar BROK (EPP-ED/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0133/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0388

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 May 2009

4.
Subject: Relations between the European Parliament and national parliaments under the Treaty of Lisbon

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The resolution mainly takes stock of the current state of bilateral relations between the European Parliament and National Parliaments and presents suggestions as to how these relations could be intensified and made more structured and coherent.

The European Parliament also states (§16) that it envisages a more systematic monitoring of the political dialogue between National Parliaments and the Commission (the so-called Barroso initiative) in order to be informed about the National Parliaments position at an early stage of the legislative process. The European Parliament also calls on National Parliaments to make the opinions they issue available to the EP at the same time.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The increasing the role of national parliaments in EU affairs is one of the most important contributions of the Treaty of Lisbon to deepening European democracy. Cooperation between the European Parliament and the National at the EU level is one of the best ways to build an EU political space, and the investment of the European Parliament in this work has been very valuable: in fact, the system of inter-parliamentary conferences pioneered by the European Parliament is a very effective tool for this cooperation.

In the Annual Report 2008 on Relations between the European Commission and National Parliaments
 the major development and political focus of these relations by this Commission is further elaborated on; for example, the European Commission has made particular efforts to intensify its contacts with national parliaments,  notably by stepping up its direct contacts (over 500 meetings between Commissioners and national parliamentary bodies since this Commission took office) and by putting in place the dedicated mechanism for political dialogue, where national parliaments receive all documents adopted by the Commission, are invited to comment, and are guaranteed a response. This political dialogue will continue also after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, alongside the subsidiarity check.

The Commission is fully committed to developing the transparency of this dialogue mechanism even further. In fact, since May 2009 all national parliament opinions received by the Commission (almost 500 since the start in September 2006), as well as its answers to these opinions are published on the Europa website.
------------
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