Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the Convention on cluster munitions, adopted by the Commission on 3 February 2009
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 108(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: Greens/EFA, EPP-ED, PSE, ALDE, UEN, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0589/2008 /P6_TA-PROV(2008)0565
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 November 2008

4.
Subject: the Convention on cluster munitions
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution on the Convention on cluster munitions calls on all States to sign, ratify and implement the Convention on cluster munitions (CCM) at the earliest opportunity. It calls on all the EU Member States not to take any action which might circumvent or jeopardise the CCM and its provisions.

As to the European Commission, the EP would like to see action taken in the following fields (according to points):

5.  Commission to increase financial assistance through all available instruments to communities and individuals affected by unexploded cluster munitions.

6.  Commission to increase financial assistance for the clearance and destruction of cluster munition remnants through all available instruments.

6.
Response to these requests and overview of the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take

As regards points 5 and 6 of the resolution:

The European Commission welcomed the adoption of the Convention on Cluster Munitions and fully supports its swift entering into force. The European Community is one of the world’s leading donors in the clearance and destruction of landmines, as well as mine victim assistance, and has already supported projects covering also cluster munitions long before the negotiations about a convention banning these weapons started. Through the two EC Mine Action Strategies the European Commission has mainly addressed anti-personnel mines, although Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), including cluster munitions, have also been covered.  From 2002 to date, the total EC funding for actions against Anti-Personnel Landmines and ERW amounts to about EUR 300 million.

Populations in countries such as Afghanistan, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Lebanon, Lao PDR, Sudan and Vietnam, which are among the most highly affected by cluster munitions, have been supported by the European Community both through destruction, clearance, mine risk education and victim assistance programmes. The European Commission, therefore, will continue to work to provide assistance to countries and populations affected by cluster munitions. In doing so, the European Commission will support the implementation of the Convention on Cluster Munitions through all available instruments.

In particular, in crisis situation the EC will continue to assist countries affected by cluster munitions through the Humanitarian Aid Instrument and the Instrument for Stability (article 3). Some of the latest examples of the use of these instruments include: cluster munitions clearance operations funded through the Humanitarian Aid Instrument in Georgia following hostilities in South Ossetia last August and clearance operations in Lebanon following the 2006 conflict. In 2008 through the Instrument for Stability the European Commission funded the destruction of ERW and the reinforcement of state institutions dealing with ERW in Bosnia and Herzegovina, for instance.

In non-crisis situations, the EC can use the geographic and development instruments, namely the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI), the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) and the European Development Fund.

For the future, the European Commission will maintain its engagement in support of both the Ottawa Convention on Anti-Personnel Landmines and the new Convention on Cluster Munitions through the integration of actions against anti-personnel landmines and ERW (including cluster munitions) in Community external assistance strategies and programmes. As such integration requires a constant follow-up, an internal co-ordination mechanism involving all Commission’s services concerned has been established to guarantee mines and ERW are effectively integrated in the European Community’s Country Strategy Papers and National Indicative Programmes. Given the range of instruments which can be deployed, a set of guidelines for programmers in the Headquarters and the EC Delegations in mine-affected countries were endorsed last November to assist them in streamlining the use of all available instruments and better integrating mine action into development policies.
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