Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on forest fires in the summer of 2009, adopted by the Commission on 24 November 2009
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE, ECR, EFD
2.
EP reference number: B7-0039/2009 / P7_TA-PROV(2009)0013

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 16 September 2009

4.
Subject: Forest fires in Europe

5.
Background of the Resolution:

During the 2009 summer the forest fire prone Member States were once again affected by disastrous forest fires. The EP is concerned that the Community and the Member States do not have strong enough policies to prevent and respond to forest fires.

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution was adopted by a strong majority (647 votes in favour, 31 against, 22 abstentions) and addresses a wide range of measures and includes several calls for action by the Commission.

The Resolution underlines that climate change is a major factor in the increasing number of natural disasters, welcomes the assistance provided through the Community Civil Protection Mechanism to help affected Member States control major forest fires, and gives a strong mandate to the Commission to take action to reinforce EU disaster management.

The major requests contained in the Resolution cover all phases of disaster management:

1.  Disaster prevention and preparedness

The Resolution:

· calls for a proposal for a European Strategy to combat natural disasters, including a compulsory approach to risk prevention;

· urges the Commission to support activities aimed at enhancing Member States' civil protection preparedness;

· asks for regional coordination mechanisms to be introduced into rural development programmes in order to enhance the efficiency of prevention measures.

2. Disaster response

The Resolution:

· calls on the Commission to report urgently on the pilot project to step up cooperation between Member States and the preparatory action on an EU rapid response capability;

· calls for legislative proposals to be presented establishing a genuine Community disaster response capability covering forest fires and other types of disasters.

3. Disaster recovery
The Resolution:

· urges the Commission and Council to reactivate the revision of the Solidarity Fund Regulation;

· urges the Commission to support the rehabilitation of most affected regions and to mobilise the EUSF in the most flexible manner possible.
Furthermore, regarding forests the Resolution calls for an integrated EU strategy for the preservation of the southern European forest ecosystems, which will ensure sufficient financing of prevention measures, measures to reverse extended economic and environmental damage, and the full restoration of the ecosystem, as well as allocations for the adaptation and mitigation of the south European forest ecosystems to climate change.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission is fully committed to reinforcing the Community contribution to disaster prevention, preparedness, response and recovery to protect our citizens and to protect the environment. To this end it is working on implementing the actions it identified in its recent Communications on the response and the prevention of disasters (COM(2008)130 on reinforcing the Union's disaster response capacity and COM(2009)82 on a Community approach to natural and man-made disasters) and which cover all phases of disaster management.

Regarding prevention, the Commission is inter alia working on a good practice programme which will include minimum standards for risk assessment and risk management plans for various types of disasters including forest fires. A multisectoral disaster prevention network will be established to assist the Commission in this task. A range of activities are also being launched to improve the knowledge base on disasters and their impacts, inter alia, with a view to generate an overview of the risks faced by the EU. This will be the basis for any potential future proposals to enhance disaster prevention in the EU.

Rural development support is currently available for restoring forestry potential in forests damaged by fire and introducing appropriate preventive actions, as well as generally for sustainable land management purposes (for instance, through agri-environment, forest-environment or natural handicap payments). Territorial cooperation projects (including between territories in different Member States) are also possible. Member States may include such actions in their rural development programs as appropriate according to the needs of specific territories.

Regarding the EU rapid response, the Commission is implementing the Pilot Project to step up cooperation between Member States on combating forest fires and the Preparatory Action on a rapid response capacity. Both initiatives aim at enhancing the availability of European in kind assistance in the event of major emergencies by testing standby arrangements for Member States' capabilities and introducing complementary response capacities at EU level. The Commission will report back to the European Parliament and the Council on the outcomes of the pilot project and the preparatory action and the need for new proposals to take these actions further.

Regarding recovery, the Commission is committed to make effective, rapid and best use of the possibilities offered by the EU Solidarity Fund, in accordance with the Regulation creating the fund. The Commission will continue its efforts to convince the Council to resume work on the revision of the Regulation.

In the White Paper on climate change adaptation the Commission indicated its intention to launch a debate on options for an EU approach on forest protection and information systems. The Commission envisages presenting in early 2010 a Green Paper on these issues and inviting stakeholders to contribute to the debate.
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