Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on a revised Framework Agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission for the next legislative term, adopted by the Commission on 20 April 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 106 and 107 of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Conference of Presidents

2.
EP reference number: B7‑0091/2010/rev / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0009
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 9 February 2010

4.
Subject: Revision of the Framework Agreement of 26 May 2005 between the European Parliament and the Commission

5.
Background of the resolution: 

In his Political Guidelines for the new Commission, which he presented on 3 September 2009, President Barroso put forward a number of concrete proposals with the aim of strengthening the "special partnership"  between the Commission and the Parliament. 

The two institutions quickly agreed that the Framework Agreement on relations between the Parliament and the Commission should be revised in order to take account of practices that have evolved over time and the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty.

Accordingly, on 14 January 2010 the Conference of Presidents adopted six priorities for revising the Framework Agreement. On this basis, the Conference asked the Parliament's negotiators to meet President Barroso in order to "prepare the Parliament's final position to be voted on when the College is approved".
Three meetings took place between President Barroso and the Parliament's negotiators, Mr Lehne (PPE/DE), Mr Swoboda (S&D/AT), Ms Roth-Behrendt (S&D/DE), Ms Wallis (ALDE/UK) and Ms Harms (Green Party/DE) on 19, 26 and 27 January at which they agreed upon the main political principles guiding the revision of the Framework Agreement. 
On 4 February the final version of the draft resolution was endorsed by the Conference of Presidents. The resolution was adopted with a very large majority and without amendments on 9 February at the plenary session, shortly before the Parliament voted to approve the Commission's appointment. Only the EFD Group voted against the resolution, while the GUE/NGL Group abstained.

Immediately following the vote, President Barroso issued a declaration in which he endorsed the principles contained in the resolution.

6.
Brief assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Parliament asked in its resolution for the Framework Agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission to be revised as soon as possible.

Moreover, on the basis of the commitments undertaken by the President-elect of the Commission, the Parliament established a list of the points to be dealt with again in the revised Framework Agreement. These points concern:

· the principle of equal treatment by the Commission of Parliament and the Council;
· the implementation of the 'special partnership' between Parliament and the Commission through a series of measures (inviting the President of Parliament to attend meetings of the College of Commissioners, participation of the President or a Vice-President of the Commission in meetings of the Conference of Presidents and the Conference of Parliamentary Committee Chairs, annual meetings of the College of Commissioners with the Conference of Presidents and with the Conference of Parliamentary Committee Chairs, the provision of information to the Parliament by the Commission on its meetings with national experts);

· a commitment by the Commission to report on its intended follow-up to any legislative initiative requests made under Article 225 TFEU within three months of their adoption;

· a commitment by the Commission to cooperate closely with the Parliament on legislative initiative requests emanating from citizens' initiatives;
· a commitment by the two institutions to agree, in preparation for future negotiations with the Council of Ministers, on the key changes to the Agreement on 'Better Law‑Making', namely, particularly as regards impact assessments, the use of soft law, the use of recasting, the application of Community law and keeping the Parliament informed of infringement procedures;

· strengthening the accountability of the executive to Parliament through provisions such as revision of the Code of Conduct for Commissioners and the Parliament's Rules of Procedure, the withdrawal of confidence by Parliament in a Commissioner, the reshuffling of portfolios within the College of Commissioners, the replacement of a Commissioner during his or her term of office, and the Question Hour;

· the principle of conducting hearings of nominees for the post of Executive Director of regulatory agencies;

· closer cooperation with Parliament during negotiations on international agreements pursuant to Article 218 TFEU and during international conferences, the granting of observer status in relevant meetings to the Chair of the Parliament's delegation, and access to EU facilities for Parliament's delegations;

· a commitment to improving current arrangements for programming, including the presentation of key Commission initiatives, first in plenary, and only afterwards to the public; a commitment on the part of the Commission to initiate rapidly, in accordance with Article 17 TEU, the Union's annual and multiannual programming; annual meetings between the College of Commissioners, the Conference of Presidents and the Conference of Committee Chairs prior to adoption of the Annual Work Programme, and the principle that the Commission should justify any departures from this Programme;

Finally, by endorsing the resolution's main principles, President Barroso undertook to support Parliament in the negotiations on the European External Action Service (EEAS), particularly with regard to transparency of procedures for the nomination of special representatives and ambassadors, and the 'Community approach' in development policy.

7.
Reply to these requests and overview of the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
President Barroso has asked the Vice-President Šefčovič to conduct the negotiations for revising the Framework Agreement on behalf of the Commission.

These negotiations, which began on 3 March 2010 and should be concluded before the summer, constitute the action the Commission intends to take in response to Parliament's requests.
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