Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Beijing+15 – United Nations Platform for Action for Gender Equality, adopted by the Commission on 4 May 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0118/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0037

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2010

4.
Subject: Beijing +15 – UN Platform for Action for Gender Equality

5.
Brief assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution was prepared in the run-up to the 15th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which was marked at the 54th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women from 1 to 12 March. It establishes a link between EU commitments at international level (Beijing Platform for Action, CEDAW) and activities at EU level (in particular, the roadmap on gender equality 2006-10 and the future strategy currently being prepared).

The resolution calls on the Commission and Member States to take a number of steps to further gender equality in future. It is based closely on the conclusions adopted by the EPSCO Council on 30 November 2009, which also concerned Beijing +15.

The issues addressed in the resolution can be summarised as follows:

· lack of harmonised data for the Beijing indicators adopted at European level in certain areas (point 2);

· need for the regular follow-up of the Beijing Platform at European level, the greater use of existing indicators (points 3 and 15) and the establishment of a medium-term programme for areas to be addressed (point 4);

· important topics to be taken into account in the Commission's future gender equality strategy (point 5);

· inclusion of equality issues in development cooperation and the need to establish a relevant European Action Plan (point 6);

· stronger links between the follow-up strategy for the Equality Roadmap and the Beijing Platform for Action (point 7);

· support for the new United Nations gender equality entity, the establishment of which is currently being negotiated (point 8);

· support for sexual and reproductive health and rights (points 9, 10 and 11);

· request for the EU to become a party to CEDAW
 (point 12);

· emphasis on the fact that inequalities persist (point 1), call for the Member States and the Commission to implement specific policies to promote gender equality (point 16), support for a two-pronged approach including gender mainstreaming and specific actions (point 18), and reiteration of the need for implementation and monitoring of gender mainstreaming in all policies (point 20);

· call for a strong gender perspective in the post-2010 Lisbon Strategy (point 14);

· support for the European Institute for Gender Equality and a call for the Institute to develop strategies and tools for gender mainstreaming, particularly in the areas of impact assessment and budgeting (point 19) and for the exchange of good practice between Member States to be organised (point 13).

6.
Reply to these requests and overview regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take
Call for the Member States and the Commission to implement specific policies to promote gender equality (point 16), support for a two-pronged approach including gender mainstreaming and specific actions (point 18), and reiteration of the need for implementation and monitoring of gender mainstreaming in all policies (point 20)

The Commission actively promotes gender equality within the EU and has been working on the basis of the Gender Equality Roadmap 2006-2010 since 2006. The two-pronged approach of gender mainstreaming and specific actions will be part of the Roadmap and will be maintained in the future strategy on gender equality which will be adopted during 2010.

The Commission takes note of the Parliament's request to implement and monitor gender mainstreaming in all policies. This concern is one of the Commission's main objectives as it prepares the future gender equality strategy.

Priorities of the Commission's future gender equality strategy (point 5)

The priorities identified in the resolution correspond to a large extent to those established during the consultation phase with stakeholders launched at the end of 2009 by the Commission as part of its preparatory work for the future strategy. The Commission will take into account the priorities identified by the Parliament during the preparatory work for the future strategy.
Stronger links between the future equality strategy and the Beijing Platform for Action (point 7)

In its new gender equality strategy, the Commission, in order to establish its priorities, will take into account both European processes (Equality Roadmap 2006-2010 and public consultation, the Women's Charter adopted in March 2010, Council conclusions and Parliament resolutions) and international processes (such as the Beijing Platform for Action). The 12 priority areas of the Beijing Platform for Action, which are key areas for furthering equality, will be taken into account. However, the Commission does not intend to take over the 12 action areas as they stand as priorities of the future strategy.

Follow-up of the Beijing Platform for Action (points 3, 4 and 15)

The Commission is actively following up the Beijing indicators, primarily by supporting the Council's work. It will actively continue to follow up the Beijing Platform by:

· using the indicators adopted at European level (notably for the gender equality report which the Commission adopts annually);

· promoting the use of the Beijing indicators in all areas where indicators have been adopted.

The Commission is also establishing a medium-term plan for the regular follow-up and revision of indicators with Member States, and with the successive Presidencies in particular.

Inclusion of equality issues in development cooperation and the need to establish a relevant European Action Plan (point 6)

The Commission believes it is particularly important to include a gender perspective in the EU's external policies. This is also one of the specific priorities of the current Equality Roadmap 2006-2010. Furthermore, on 8 March 2010, the Commission presented an EU Plan of Action on Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment in Development 2010-15
. This Plan of Action will be discussed with the Member States so that it is the subject of Council conclusions in the coming months.

Request for the EU to become a party to CEDAW (point 12)

The Commission takes note of the European Parliament's request and will examine the possibility and interest of the EU becoming a party to CEDAW. It should be noted that, at present, this Convention may be adopted only by States and would have to be amended (a step that would require the agreement of all signatories) so as to allow an organisation such as the EU to become a party to it.
------------
� Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.


� SEC(2010)265.
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