Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on prisoners of conscience in Cuba, adopted by the Commission on 12 May 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, EFD

2.
EP reference number: B7-0169/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0063

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 March 2010

4.
Subject: prisoners of conscience in Cuba

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

After the death of Cuban political prisoner O. Zapata, following an 85 day hunger strike, the EP adopted a resolution on the prisoners of conscience in Cuba. This resolution recalls a number of previous EP resolutions and Council Conclusions on Cuba, condemns the human rights situation in Cuba, calls the Council and Commission to actively demand the release of political prisoners and provide guarantees for the work of human rights defenders (§7) and calls on HR and Commissioner for Cooperation to "immediately begin a structured dialogue with Cuban civil society and with those who support a peaceful transition in Cuba" using cooperation instruments, in particular EIDHR.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Point 7: political prisoners: The unconditional release of all political prisoners and the promotion and respect of human rights in Cuba - including the work of human right defenders - have consistently featured most prominently in the Council's and Commission's political dialogue with Cuba at the highest level. These questions will continue to be raised and prioritised within the on-going EU-Cuba political dialogue and in all bilateral high-level meetings and contacts with Cuban authorities with a particular emphasis on those political prisoners in precarious health conditions.
Point 10: dialogue with Cuban society: In line with the 1996 Common position and the successive Council conclusions on Cuba, a structured dialogue with Cuban civil society is already in place. Due to the specificities of Cuba, the dialogue with Cuban civil society is carried out locally. The dialogue with Cuban civil society is structured at an EU level around the monthly meetings of the Human Right working group that brings together all EU diplomatic missions. Members of the Cuba civil society are regularly invited to attend these meetings. Additionally, bilaterally, all EU missions in Havana have regular and frequent contacts with Cuban civil society. In line with the resolution of the EP, the dialogue with Cuban civil society, whilst continuing to address issues related to fundamental freedoms and human right defenders, will have a strengthened focus on prisoners in precarious health conditions.
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