Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on Joint Programming of research to combat neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's disease, adopted by the Commission on 3 February 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rules 115(5) and 110 (2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B7-0133/2009 / P7-TA-PROV(2009)0065

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 November 2009

4.
Subject: Joint Programming of research to combat neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's disease

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution, having regard to the World Alzheimer Report 2009 released by Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI) and the Commission proposal for a Council Recommendation on measures to combat neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's, through joint programming of research activities (COM(2009)379) acknowledges:

· the burden of these diseases, affecting more than 7 million Europeans;

· the lack of currently available therapies for these diseases;

· the lack of coordination of national research efforts, leading to fragmentation and limited sharing of knowledge.

The European Parliament encourages all Member States to engage actively in the definition, development and implementation of the strategic research agenda in the field of neurodegenerative diseases, which should encompass the areas of prevention, diagnosis and treatment.

In this context, the resolution welcomes the proposed pilot project for Joint Programming in research in this field, which is considered one of Europe's greatest challenges in mental health, and is of the view that the instrument of Joint Programming could be highly valuable in reducing fragmentation of research efforts.

The European Parliament encourages also the Council of the European Union to build on existing structures in setting up this pilot project and to collaborate where possible with industry. Within this context, it is worth noting that the Council (Competitiveness) adopted conclusions on "The launch of the pilot joint programming initiative on combating neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's, and progress in joint programming and the way ahead" at its 3 December 2009 meeting.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

a) Point 10

The resolution "encourages the Commission and Council to include the problems of dementia and related neurodegenerative diseases in all existing and upcoming European initiatives related to disease prevention, particularly in connection with early diagnosis, cardiovascular health and physical activity".

Response: Dementia and other neurodegenerative diseases are currently addressed as regards prevention mechanisms and early diagnosis through both the second programme of Community action in the field of health (2008-2013) (Decision No 1350/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007) as well as the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013) (Decision No 1982/2006/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006). The pilot project for Joint Programming in the field of neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's, as well as the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias (COM(2009)380 final) will contribute to reinforce efforts in this area.

b) Point 11

"….The Commission should adopt a recommendation inviting Member States to inform the public about lifestyle changes that can delay and prevent the onset of neurodegenerative diseases ….".

Response: The Commission will select, under the framework of the second programme of Community action in the field of health (2008-2013), a proposal for a Joint Action between the Commission and the Member States for the period 2010-2012 in order to implement the objectives of the Commission Communication to the European Parliament and the Council on a European Initiative on Alzheimer's disease and other dementias (COM(2009)380 final). Two of the key areas in this Joint Action will be the coordinated support to national efforts in prevention, including measures to promote mental well-being, and the support to improvement of the early diagnosis.

c) Point 12

The resolution "suggests that the Council and the Commission consider launching a European Year of the Brain in order to raise awareness …." of brain-related diseases associated with ageing.

Response: The Commission welcomes to explore with the Council and the Member States their interest in launching such an initiative.

d) Point 15

The resolution "calls on the Commission to involve Parliament properly in any decision to support this pilot project ….".

Response: The Commission will report to the Parliament of the progress of this initiative and on the complementary measures to it implemented through the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013).

e) Point 16

The resolution "believes that article 182(5) …. of the Treaty of Lisbon, establishing measures necessary for the implementation of the European research area, could provide a more appropriate legal basis for future Joint Programming initiatives in the field of research. It therefore calls on the Commission …." to evaluate the pertinence of its use in future initiatives of this kind.

Response: The Lisbon Treaty opens a number of new opportunities for the European Research Area. The Commission will carefully examine them.
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