Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Internet of things, adopted by the Commission on 21 September 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Maria BADIA i CUTCHET (S&D/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0154/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0207

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 June 2010

4.
Subject: the Internet of Things

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution welcomes the Commission Communication "Internet of Things – An action plan for Europe"
 and endorses the broad outlines of the action plan to promote the Internet of Things and its potential benefits for EU citizens. It underlines the importance of the Commission's focus on safety, protection of personal data and privacy, and governance of the Internet of Things.
The EP resolution refers frequently to the importance of security and ensuring that the Internet of Things has the trust of citizens. One of the key concerns is to establish a framework that covers future applications, including those we can not even envisage at this moment. The resolution also encourages the Commission to adequately assess the impacts on health, recycling, the "right of the silence of the chips", security, interoperability and protection of personal data. The resolution considers that both the Commission and European Parliament are on time, just riding the wave of the first real iterations of Internet of Things applications. Unlike previous technological revolutions, policy regarding the deployment of the Internet of Things should not lag behind but in the context of a thorough debate with all stakeholders, look ahead to any necessary legislative requirements.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The creation of an Expert Group on the Internet of Things (September 2010) to receive advice on how best to address the various challenges of the Internet of Things will meet the request of the European Parliament for guidelines on Internet of Things applications.

As regards the need to coordinate actions on the Internet of Things (and especially concerns related to trust and security) with the overall work on the digital agenda (paragraphs 8, 9, 18), the Commission has already taken the necessary measures: consideration of Internet of Things-related trust and privacy issues are encompassed in the European Digital Agenda actions 12, 32 and 35. Furthermore, the Commission plans to consider the Internet of Things in its Communication on privacy and trust in the information society.

In relation to the set-up of clear principles and rules for an effective and inclusive governance of the Internet of Things (paragraph 64), the Commission is actually considering to investigate the matter further and, to start with, it will ask a High Level Expert Group to suggest possible approaches to ensure the reliability, security and privacy-awareness of the Internet of Things, including a comprehensive review of the regulatory aspects.

Concerning the use of Internet of things to help developing green technologies (paragraph 52) the Commission will monitor a comprehensive study on RFID and the recycling industry.

The Commission will answer the Parliament's demands on research investments (paragraphs 38, 39, 40) in the field of Internet of things by continuing the EU financial support to the Internet of Things through FP7 (Obj. 1.3 of the 2011-12 Work Programme) and the CIP's ICT PSP (Obj. 5.1 of 2011 Work Programme).

Finally, regarding the establishment of common international norms for standardisation of RFID (paragraphs 53, 58), the Commission will work towards the preparation of a mandate to European Standardization Organisations (ESOs) on the Internet of Things.
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