Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the Israeli military operation against the humanitarian flotilla and the Gaza blockade, adopted by the Commission on 21 September 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, GUE/NGL

2.
EP reference number: B7-0345/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0235
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 17 June 2010
4.
Subject: the Israeli military operation against the humanitarian flotilla and the Gaza blockade

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Resolution follows a plenary debate on 16 June 2010 in the European Parliament in the aftermath of the Israeli military operation against the flotilla sailing to Gaza. The debate took place in the presence of the HRVP.  In her address to the EP, HRVP described the tragic events as unacceptable.  She said that the underlying cause of the incidents was the terrible plight of Gaza and that two important questions needed to be answered simultaneously; how to improve the daily lives of the people of Gaza and how to enhance the security of Israel.
The Parliament refers to the blockade of Gaza that has been in place since the takeover of Hamas of the Gaza Strip in June 2007 and which represents collective punishment in contravention of international humanitarian law.  The blockade, which has increased poverty and decimated the economy of the Gaza Strip, did not result in the release of Gilad Shalit and did not achieve the aim of undermining extremists.

The Parliament recalls that the ‘Palestinian Territories’ are the largest third-country recipient of EU funds and that this support has contributed to alleviating the humanitarian disaster in the Gaza Strip.

The Resolution recalls that the two-state solution remains the essential basis for lasting peace between the Israelis and the Palestinians and states that ongoing proximity talks may lead to direct peace negotiations.

The Parliament requests in this Resolution that the EU as such or the HRVP take the following actions:

"3.  Calls for a prompt, international and impartial inquiry into this attack, insists that the principles of accountability and liability be upheld and urges the HR/VP and EU Member States to take action to ensure that all appropriate steps are taken in order to make this demand effective";
In her statement on behalf of the EU on 3 June 2010, HRVP Ashton demanded an immediate, full and impartial inquiry into the events and the circumstances surrounding them.

Subsequently, on 14 June the Israeli cabinet announced the creation of a special inquiry committee (Tirkel Commission), including two international observers to look into the Gaza flotilla incidents.  On 4 July, Israel expanded the mandate of the Commission enabling the panel to compel witnesses to appear and testify under oath.

During her speech at the EP Plenary on 16 June, HRVP describes the setting up of the independent Commission as a ‘constructive step forward’.  The EU shall monitor closely the conduct and the findings of the Commission.

"6.  Urges the HR/VP and EU Member States to take steps to ensure the sustainable opening of all the crossing points to and from Gaza, including the port of Gaza, with adequate international end-use monitoring, to allow the unimpeded flow of humanitarian and commercial goods necessary for reconstruction and a self-supporting economy, as well as currency flows and free movement of people";
It is the long-standing view of the EU that the continued policy of closure of Gaza is unacceptable and counterproductive and that a durable solution to the situation in Gaza is urgently needed. The EU has repeatedly underlined its call for an immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons to and from Gaza.
In this regard the EU welcomed the statements of the Israeli government of 20 June and of 5 July 2010 as ‘a significant improvement and a positive step forward’ in the review of Israel’s policy on Gaza.  The EU said that once implemented, Israel’s new policy should improve the lives of ordinary people of Gaza while addressing the legitimate security concerns of Israel.  The EU expressed its hope that the implementation of these measures will allow for the reconstruction of Gaza, the revival of its economy, private sector development and commercial activity, including exports.  The EU stressed that the movement of people and trade between the West Bank and Gaza remains a key objective.
"7.  Urges the HR/VP to immediately take the initiative by submitting an EU plan to the Quartet with the aim of ending the blockade of Gaza and addressing Israeli security concerns by ensuring international monitoring of the crossings, including the reappraisal of the mandate of the EU Border Assistance Mission (EU-BAM), potentially with a maritime dimension, as well as its reactivation, and deploying an international naval force to monitor the Gaza seashore";
There are a number of options that the EU is exploring with the relevant partners.  The first priority is to re-open the crossings to enable the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons to and from Gaza.  The EU has also reaffirmed its readiness to contribute to the implementation of a mechanism based on the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access that would permit the reconstruction of Gaza and the revival of its economy.
In line with the FAC Conclusions of 14 June 2010, the HRVP will continue to engage with the Government of Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Quartet members and other appropriate parties.
"8.  Recalls that, even if the EU is ready to extend its assistance package to Palestinians, this commitment is not open-ended and insists that, while humanitarian aid must remain unconditional, the EU must play a political role which delivers tangible results towards the creation of a viable Palestinian state which are consistent with its significant financial assistance and economic weight in the region";
The Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) will continue to require significant financial resources. Through its political interventions, notably its membership of the Quartet, the EU will continue to push for a comprehensive solution to the MEPP.  In line with its political and financial support to Prime Minister Fayyad’s statebuilding plan adopted in August 2009, the EU will continue to focus assistance on Palestinian state-building.  It will also continue to deliver aid to the occupied Palestinian Territory as well as to the reconstruction efforts in Gaza. Nevertheless it is clear that current levels of assistance are not sustainable.  The EU also calls on other donors to fulfill their pledges to the Palestinian people.
"10.  Is convinced that there is an urgent need for a comprehensive reshaping of EU policy towards the Middle East to perform a decisive and coherent political role, accompanied by effective diplomatic tools, in the interests of peace and security in this neighbouring region of vital strategic interest to the EU; considers that this should extend to all EU policies, including, among others, trade and development policies";
"11.  Commends the work carried out by UNRWA and, aware of the financial shortfall it will face before the end of this year, calls on the international donor community to honour its existing pledges and to increase further its contributions";
The EU is fully aware of UNRWA’s financial shortfall and is currently considering options to address UNRWA’s request for further financial assistance to UNRWA in 2010 separate from the amounts already disbursed.  A new Joint Declaration with UNRWA for the period 2010-2013 will be signed shortly.
"15.  Urges the Council to take steps to convene without any delay the EU-Israel Association Council in order to discuss the current situation";
The EU-Israel Association Council was due to take place in March 2010.  However it was postponed based on mutual agreement between the two sides.  The EU is currently looking into possible dates for the convening of the EU-Israel Association Council before the end of 2010.
"16.  Urges the Council also to take steps to convene the EU-Palestinian Authority Joint Committee";

The EU-PA Joint Committee took place in Ramallah on June 30.
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