Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Iceland's application for membership of the European Union, adopted by the Commission on 12 October 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by Cristian Dan PREDA (EPP/RO) on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0407/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0278

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 July 2010

4.
Subject: Iceland's application for membership of the European Union
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament (EP) clearly supports Iceland's membership and recommends the opening of accession negotiations. This resolution, which touches upon the political and economic criteria as well as a few areas of the acquis and regional cooperation, is fully in line with the Commission Opinion of February 2010.

On the political criteria, the EP, while acknowledging Iceland's strong democratic culture, encourages Iceland to tackle the current distinction made between EU citizens concerning their right to vote and stand as candidates in local elections and to take further steps in ensuring the independence of the judiciary.

As far as the economic criteria is concerned, the EP invites Iceland to take all the necessary measures to strengthen the financial supervisory system and rebuild national confidence in the banking sector and encourages the conclusion of a bilateral agreement on arrangements for the repayment of loans to the UK and the Netherlands.

The EP reiterates the need for Iceland to pursue its efforts to align its legislation with the acquis in a number of key chapters (financial services, agriculture and rural development, fisheries and environment) and to implement and enforce it effectively. Particular attention is given on the need for Iceland to adopt an agricultural and rural development policy in line with EU policies.

On fisheries and Iceland's adoption of the Common Fisheries Policies, the EP strongly encourages both parties to work towards a mutually satisfactory solution and exhorts Iceland to cease whaling.

Finally, the EP underlines the new impetus that Iceland's membership will give to the EU on regional cooperation in particular as concerns the Arctic and North Atlantic dimension of the Union's external polices.

Regarding public opinion, the EP calls on the Commission to provide material and technical support to the Icelandic authorities, in order to help them to organize a thorough and wide campaign of information on the implications of EU membership on all the Icelandic territory so as to allow for an informed choice of the Icelandic citizens in the future referendum on accession. A similar request is made to inform EU citizens about the benefits of Iceland's accession.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares the assessment of the EP as regards the main challenges of Iceland's accession to the EU.

As regards the political criteria and the independence of the judiciary, the Commission notes with satisfaction that Iceland has already taken some measures to change the rules on appointments in the judiciary. The amendments to the Act of the Judiciary that the Parliament adopted in May are a step towards strengthening of the independence of the judiciary. It is however too early to evaluate the full effect of these amendments.

On the economic criteria, the Commission clearly supports the EP stance in favour of the resolution of the Icesave issue and the strengthening of the financial supervisory system.

Several elements of Iceland's agricultural policy differ from the Common Agricultural Policy, and will need to be aligned to those of the EU, in particular issues related to support measures such as decoupling of support to the farming sector and its current state aid provisions. The timely set up of administrative capacity to manage the Common Agricultural Policy is a long process which requires a lot of time and effort. The Commission is ready to make all efforts needed to assist Iceland in this process and in developing an EU compatible rural development policy.

The Commission fully agrees on the need to find a mutually satisfactory solution in the fisheries area. Iceland's participation in the Common Fisheries Policy and the interdiction of commercial whaling are likely to be challenging issues in the future accession negotiations.

The first progress report on Iceland's preparedness for accession will be available in November. It will clearly assess the measures taken by the Icelandic authorities to address the shortcoming identified in the Opinion and highlighted in the EP resolution of 7 July 2010.

The Commission is fully aware of the communication challenge that Iceland's accession will pose and considers that, in light of the past enlargement experience, communication issues are crucial and will play a key role in showing that EU membership is mutually beneficial for Iceland and the EU. The Commission is implementing, under its Instrument for Pre-Accession, a communication strategy towards Iceland for 2010-2012. The strategy covers inter alia preparations for the establishment and operation of EU information centres in Iceland in 2011. Main activities will include web and social media based communication, publications and audio-visual production. € 700 000 has been set aside for 2010. The Commission is also confident that Iceland, in close cooperation with the EU Delegation in Reykjavik, will continue to undertake domestically all necessary efforts to ensure a positive outcome of the accession negotiations.
------------
PAGE  
2

