Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on work of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in 2009, adopted by the Commission on 2 March 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Eva JOLY (Greens/EFA/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0315/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0425

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 November 2010

4.
Subject: ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in 2009

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution highlights the preeminent political role of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, its role in providing a framework for a truly democratic and open political dialogue between the representatives of the ACP and EU Member States and highlights the importance of both the previous and current work done by the JPA Committees.

It welcomes, in particular, the EU Trade Commissioner's positive response to review the contentious issues raised in the EPA negotiations, as requested by several ACP countries and regions and welcomes the previous EU Commissioner's for Development and Humanitarian Aid undertaking to subject Country and Regional Strategy Papers for the ACP countries (2008-2013) to democratic scrutiny by parliaments (paragraph 2 and 7).

In particular, the Resolution calls on the Commission to guarantee the involvement of the ACP national parliaments, as well as local authorities and non-state bodies, in drafting, implementing, monitoring and managing the Country and Regional Strategy Papers relating to cooperation between the EU and the ACP countries (2008-2013), their full participation in the EPA negotiations and in the implementation of the EDF (paragraphs 2, 3 and 4).
The Resolution also calls on the Commission to supply all available information to the parliaments of the ACP countries and to assist them in exercising democratic scrutiny, in particular by means of capacity-building, and notably during the negotiation and implementation of the EPAs (paragraph 5).
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

During the negotiations of the 2nd revision of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, signed in Ouagadougou in June 2010, one of the Commission's main concerns was strengthening the parliamentary dimension through consolidating Joint Institutions of the Cotonou Partnership (mainly the Joint Council and the Joint Parliamentary Assembly), thereby providing means for greater interaction and complementarity.

The parliamentary scrutiny functions are now strengthened as the revised Cotonou Agreement provides for interaction between the EPA institutions and the joint Cotonou institutions on the issues related to trade and EPAs; provides a channel for JPA input into Country and Regional Strategy Papers and the EDF; and at the same time, strengthens the JPA's role as it is assigned to discuss the annual report of the Joint Council on the implementation of the Cotonou Agreement and to make recommendations regarding the achievement of the Agreements objectives (Art. 14.2 and 17).

The Commission supports the capacity-building for ACP parliaments and civil society (Art. 33.1 and Art. 7) as the contributions in terms of analysis and formulation of development strategies goes hand in hand with respecting the principle of ownership as one of the fundamental principles of the Cotonou Agreement.

The importance of national parliaments is now fully recognized and the Commission is convinced that the JPA can play a major catalyst role in making national parliaments more active and involved in the design and control of the National Development Strategy and Programmes. In this regard and in the full respect of the national sovereignty of each ACP state, when requested, the Commission is eager to develop closer relations with the national parliaments.
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