Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the European Strategy for the Atlantic region, adopted by the Commission on 22 June 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115 (5) and 110 (2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Regional Affairs (REGI)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0165/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0089
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 March 2011

4.
Subject: Integrated Maritime Policy – strategy for the Atlantic region

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution adopted by the European Parliament supports the need for a strategy for the Atlantic area, as requested by the General Affairs Council of June 2010.

The Resolution makes a thorough assessment of the specificities of the Atlantic region, concluding that they support the need for a particular approach towards the Atlantic area in the form of a strategy. The vision put forward is based on a regional perspective in the broad sense of the term, encompassing both territorial and maritime aspects, and underlines the maritime dimension as a priority for the strategy.

The Resolution calls for the strategy to be linked to EU 2020 agenda goals and to the objectives and financial means of relevant EU policies and instruments in the post-2013 financial perspectives context. It also calls for a role for the strategy in facilitating synergies between the different EU policies with a maritime dimension.

The Resolution makes a number of recommendations to the European Commission on maritime issues to be promoted in the Atlantic area.

Finally, the Resolution underlines multi-level governance as an important element of the strategy, and declares that the European Parliament and stakeholders at regional and local level should be fully involved in the implementation of the strategy.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The European Commission welcomes the assessment made by the European Parliament on the need to put forward a maritime strategy for the Atlantic area. It considers the Resolution as a timely and very positive base for such a strategy, since it highlights its political importance and makes a direct link with Atlantic coastal territories through the Members of Parliament originating in Atlantic constituencies. The Resolution confirms the assessment made by the European Commission on its added value and is in line with Atlantic stakeholders opinions, in particular with those of the four Member States which submitted to the European Commission a common vision paper on the strategy (Spain, France, Ireland and Portugal) and with those of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions.

The European Commission welcomes the Resolution since it supports the process it has promoted to increase wide ownership on the strategy amongst Atlantic stakeholders and welcomes in particular the issues earmarked as relevant to the Atlantic -which coincide to a large extent with the outcome of the analysis and stakeholder consultations undergone by the European Commission, in particular of those held with Atlantic Member States and the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions.

The Commission's vision on the strategy is reflected in the following important issues highlighted by the Resolution:

The acknowledgement, that the Atlantic area has specific characteristics that transcend national boundaries which need consideration at EU level (paragraph C).

The fact that these specificities justify the need for a specific approach following a sea-basin approach towards the Atlantic area, with priority on the maritime dimension of existing policies (paragraph 10) but without neglecting their territorial dimension (paragraphs 6, 7 and 8). The Resolution's view that in such an approach the European Territorial Cooperation can contribute to intensify the integration process within the Atlantic region (paragraph 2) is also very opportune.

The Commission shares the belief that the strategy should streamline the governance to make it strategic, cross-sectoral and inclusive (paragraphs 2 and 13) and should also streamline the use of the available funds (paragraph 17) but without creating new institutions, legislation or budgetary constraints, thus avoiding in particular an increase in administrative burden (paragraphs 3 and 19). True multi-level bottom-up governance in the Atlantic area should be developed, based on synergies between relevant EU, national, regional and local existing structures (paragraph 14).

The need to develop synergies in EU policies and instruments which can bring along added-value to the Atlantic area, in particular in those issues of particular importance for the Atlantic taking into consideration the specificities of the area and the issues of common interest for Atlantic stakeholders (paragraphs 8, 9, 11 and 12).

The need to implement the strategy as from 2014 through an action plan (paragraphs 6 and 17).

The European Commission is committed to keep the European Parliament informed and consulted regularly on this maritime strategy (paragraph 20) and welcomes as well its commitment to draw up an initiative report on the strategy (paragraph 21).

In view of the fact that the maritime dimension is considered by the European Parliament a priority for the strategy, the European Commission considers that it would be positive to involve in this strategy the largest number of parliamentary Committees with an interest on maritime affairs, in view of the very important role that Member of the European Parliament can play back in their constituencies. The European Commission would in particular welcome the active participation of the European Parliament's inter-group on Maritime Affairs.
--------------
PAGE  
2

