Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on antibiotic resistance, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0295/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0238
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2011

4.
Subject: Antibiotic resistance

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Commission welcomes the initiative by European Parliament to tackle antibiotic resistance and would like to point out that this issue has a high priority for the Commission. The requests for the Commission in the resolution are therefore well in line with the planned Commission activities and partly even already on-going. Detailed replies to the specific requests are below.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
a. Data collection on consumption of antimicrobials in animals (ESVAC project);

[The Resolution]:

"… Calls on the Commission to provide the ESVAC network with sufficient financial resources … and an adequate legal framework … for MS to collect data, stresses the need to get the data on more detailed level (actual uses); (§1)

"Calls on the Commission to strive for … collection … of harmonised and comparable data in the MS, but also in third countries, such as the US" (§2)

"Stresses that data has also to be properly analysed and findings put into practice"
The Commission has asked the European Medicines Agency (EMA) to take a lead in collecting harmonised and comparable data on antimicrobial consumption in animals in Member States and in analysing the data. The ESVAC project started in 2009 and the final objective of this project is to have data on antimicrobial consumption that could contribute effectively to the scientific analysis of the development of resistance, such as at species level. The Commission is discussing with EMA and stakeholders the establishment of a more permanent structure for collecting data after the pilot phase. In the context of the review of veterinary pharmaceutical legislation it will be assessed whether there is a need for a specific legal base to collect this type of data. Different options to finance ESVAC are under consideration.

As regards the comparability of data with the US, the issue has been addressed in Transatlantic Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance (TATFAR), where it has been proposed as one of the items for future collaboration between the EU and the US.

b. Research

[The resolution]: "calls for more research, underlines the importance of EU’s Research FPs"
Through the successive Framework Programmes, a number of EU supported projects were performed in the area of farm animal production, including breeding (e.g. genetic determinants of disease resistance, breeding for more robust animals, etc.), animal health (e.g. diagnostics and vaccine development, control measures) and welfare (e.g. assessment and standards), low input and organic farming, food safety (e.g. surveillance, control measures). Most of these projects contribute directly or indirectly to reduce the need for (inappropriate) AM usage, also covering animal husbandry.

Currently there are several research projects funded under FP7 that address the control of drug-resistant bacteria. In these projects veterinary research groups are working together with research groups investigating AMR in humans. The networks that are established in this way provide an important contribution to control the spread of these drug-resistant pathogens. Two examples are CONCORD and PILGRIM.

Another example is the FP6 Network of Excellence "MEDVETNET" which joined forces of veterinary, food and public research institutes to work on (mainly food-borne) zoonoses, including a number of activities on AMR. This project is sustained through the self-funded MVN Association formed end of 2009.

The Commission is currently negotiating the grant agreement of a multi-disciplinary research project that will investigate the evolution and transfer of antibiotic resistance between animals, food, humans and the environment.

c. Monitoring and surveillance

[The resolution]: "Calls on the future budgets for the FVO and EFSA to reflect the increased need for further inspections and analysis in this field" (§10)
The Commission discusses annually the priorities of the FVO and EFSA and the use of resources for different needs. The need for increased number of inspections on AMR will be carefully considered in this framework.

"Suggests that harmonised monitoring of AMR in indicator bacteria (such as E. coli and enterococci) should be established according to scientific advice" (§12)
The EFSA has already provided technical specifications on AMR monitoring in indicator bacteria, E. coli and enterococci. Member States monitor resistance in indicators on a voluntary basis and submit the results to EFSA. EFSA analyses all the resistance monitoring data and publishes a summary report on them. Since 2009 the report has been a joint one with ECDC containing also resistance monitoring data of human isolates.

EFSA is also working on a scientific opinion on ESBL resistance involving also indicator bacteria. The Commission will reflect with Member States on the conclusions and recommendations related to monitoring resistance in indicators of the opinion after its publication.

d. Maintained efficiency of antimicrobials

"Calls for a prudent and responsible use of antimicrobials in animals and for more information to veterinarians and farmers to minimise the development of AMR, and calls for the exchange of best practices such as the acceptance of guidelines on the prudent use of antimicrobials as important tools to combat the development of AMR" (§14)
The Commission is using the current legal tools in the veterinary pharmaceutical legislation to ensure appropriate use of medicines in animal husbandry and is involved in discussions with stakeholders to stimulate prudent use by non-legislative activities.

The Commission is developing a multiannual action plan against AMR and also intends to cover the promotion of appropriate use of antimicrobials in this plan.

"Calls on the Member States and FVO to ensure a better control over the implementation of the ban on antimicrobial growth promoters, and on the Commission to work towards an international ban on antimicrobial growth promoters" (§16)
The Commission points out that in 2006 the EU wide ban on the use of antimicrobial growth promoters in animal husbandry came into force. It is currently evaluating its effect on the development of AMR. Following clear proof of the potential positive effects of reducing the use of antimicrobial growth promoters in the veterinary sector on curbing resistance development, the Commission will emphasise this in international fora and call for further measures to be taken.
"Calls on the Commission to assess and monitor how the MS are implementing and applying the relevant EU legislation on antimicrobials" (§18)
The Commission inspection service of the Health and Consumers Directorate, DG SANCO (FVO - Food and Veterinary Office, located in Grange – Ireland), carries out inspection missions to Member States to verify the implementation of the EU legislation. This includes also legislation related to antimicrobials.

"Calls on the Commission to develop a broad multi-annual action plan on AMR, including detailed review on prophylactic use of antimicrobials; in the framework of the EU animal health strategy; believes that such an action plan should cover all animals under the EU animal welfare strategy, including companion animals, and emphasise the logical connection between animal health and the use of antimicrobials, as well as the link between animal health and human health" (§19);

The Commission is already developing a 5-year action plan against AMR covering all relevant sectors. This Communication will be published in November.

The Commission has promoted the concept of "One Health" (animals+humans=one health) since 2007 as a key part of the communication actions under the EU Animal Health Strategy on various EU and international fora also promotes better biosecurity on farms to prevent diseases and subsequent need for treatment. Equally, the Commission takes AMR into account during the development of various actions of the Strategy (such as the development of an Animal Health Law, review of the legislation for the authorisation of veterinary medicines and of medicated feedstuffs).

"Asks the Commission to lift the restrictions on the use of processed animal proteins from non-ruminants for monogastric animals" (§21)
The Commission is already considering a removal of restrictions on the use of processed animal proteins (PAP) from non-ruminants for monogastric animals. However, the Commission does not consider the use of PAP to be linked to the development of AMR.
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