Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Investing in the future: a new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for a competitive, sustainable and inclusive Europe, adopted by the Commission on 13 September 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Salvador GARRIGA-POLLEDO (EPP/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0193/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0266

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 June 2011

4.
Subject: The position of the European Parliament for the preparation of the post 2013 multiannual financial framework

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Special Committee on the policy challenges and budgetary resources for a sustainable European Union after 2013 (SURE)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This is the first time the EP adopted its position on the preparation of the post new financial framework in advance of the Commission proposals (at the previous occasions the EP always reacted to the Commission proposals).

The EP analysed both horizontal (value added, Europe 2020 strategy, structure, duration, flexibility, financing) and sectoral issues (policy oriented) and the resolution includes detailed conclusions in all these areas.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the resolution as an important contribution to the preparation process for the post 2013 financial framework and appreciates the work of the Committee that thoroughly discussed all technical and political questions related to the EU budget and multiannual financial framework.

The conclusions of the resolution have been taken into account in the preparation of the Commission proposals adopted on 29 June 2011 (A budget for Europe 2020), especially as regards:

· The importance of Europe 2020 strategy as well as the competencies entrusted to the EU by the Treaties;

· The significance of the main policy areas (research and development, innovation, infrastructure, energy, environment and climate change, agriculture, cohesion policy, justice, freedom, security, external actions);

· The better coordination of different instruments, simplification of implementation while respecting sound financial management;

· Flexibility – although not all the proposals included in the resolution were followed the proposed measures should contribute to a significantly higher level of flexibility;

· Structure – respecting the logic of the European Parliament resolution to concentrate the structure on the Europe 2020 strategy; ring-fencing of large-scale projects;

· Duration – 7 years proposed as requested by the European Parliament;

· Financial framework (amounts) – the Commission proposal in general corresponds to the EP request (of 1.11% of GNI) – however, the financial framework itself is proposed at the level of 1.05% and the remaining 0.06% is proposed to be financed outside the financial framework;

· Own resources and corrections – 2 new own resources proposed that should replace the current VAT based resource and decrease the national contributions; the system of corrections simplified, no specific rules for one MS.

The Commission believes that the European Parliament resolution is a positive contribution for the negotiations of the post 2013 financial framework and that the EP will appreciate that the Commission took most of its requests into account in its proposals which the President presented to the Conference of Presidents on 29 June.
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