Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European Union position and commitment in advance to the UN high-level meeting on the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases, adopted by the Commission on 7 December 2011
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL

2.
EP reference number: B7-0488/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0390
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 September 2011

4.
Subject: European Union position and commitment in advance to the UN high-level meeting on the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament adopted a resolution on the European Union position and commitment in advance to the UN high-level meeting on the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases.

The resolution highlights that although on average people are living longer and healthier lives than previous generations, the EU is faced, in the context of an ageing population, with rising levels of non-communicable diseases with consequent increased pressure on the sustainability of national healthcare systems, as well as impacts on the economy and on the health and well-being of European citizens.

It stresses the need for greater focus on prevention, in particular for more action on tobacco use, diet – including reduction of salt and fat, alcohol abuse and to increase physical activity as well as on environmental factors – particularly air quality and the implementation of the WHO Parma declaration on environment and health.

In addition the Resolution emphasises the need for a timely and effective revision of the Tobacco Products Directive; refers to the need for chronic care models which focus on the early stages of non-communicable disease; and highlights the need of more research and education at all levels.

The Resolution further calls on the EU and Member States to make changes to the draft UN political declaration as regards targets, prevention, monitoring, global accountability and the establishment of a global partnership on non-communicable diseases; and calls on Member States to develop national non-communicable disease plans, to increase the number of health personnel employed in health care systems, to centralise data collection to enable better planning across the EU.

Furthermore, the Resolution stresses the need for an EU Strategy and Council Recommendation on non-communicable diseases, including action on the four most common non-communicable diseases. It further calls on the Commission to monitor progress made by Member States in implementing their national plans for non-communicable diseases, and to assess the possibility of extending the ECDC mandate to encompass non-communicable diseases.

Finally, the Resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure high level and co-ordinated representation at the UN Summit.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission shares the European Parliament's views on the need for a greater focus on prevention. In this context, the Commission is already undertaking some of the actions in the Resolution.

The Commission fully shares the Parliament's views on the need for an effective revision of the Tobacco Products Directive. The Commission plans to adopt a proposal in this regard in 2012. The Commission is focusing EU Health action on prevention, taking forward EU strategies on risk factors and health determinants such as tobacco, nutrition and physical activity and alcohol related harm.
Furthermore, the EU's seventh Framework Programme for Research is dedicating substantial resources to research on non-communicable diseases. EU air quality legislation address factors related to non-communicable diseases and ambient air quality.

The Commission believes that the Declaration, as endorsed by the UN General Assembly High Level Meeting on Noncommunicable diseases on 19 September, reflects the severity of non-communicable diseases and represents a significant step forward in promoting co-ordinated action to address this major challenge.

The Commission is keen to work closely with Member States to support the implementation of the declaration. In this regard, the Commission has just launched a reflection process with Member States, and in consultation with stakeholders, aimed at identifying innovative ways to tackle chronic diseases. The Commission takes note of the Parliament's views on the need for a strategic approach to chronic diseases and will consider appropriate action in the light of the results of this reflection process.

As regards considering a possible extension of the ECDC remit towards non-communicable diseases, the Commission will analyse whether changes in the mandate of the ECDC are appropriate in the light of the next evaluation of the ECDC due in 2012. Any extension of the mandate of the ECDC would have significant budgetary consequences.

Finally, the EU position was fully co-ordinated between the Commission and the EU Member States and presented at the UN high level meeting by a Member of the European Commission (Commissioner Dalli).
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