Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on EU Cohesion and Regional Policy after 2013, adopted by the Commission on 18 January 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Regional Policy (REGI)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0539/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0356

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 October 2010
4.
Subject: EU cohesion policy after 2013
5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution focuses on the future cohesion policy and puts forward the following:

· Cohesion policy should cover the entire territory of the Union.

· Cohesion policy is indispensable for Europe 2020 while an independent policy.

· Re-nationalisation should be rejected.

· The future financial framework should consider a strong cohesion policy.

· Adopt a more focused approach to the urban dimension of cohesion policy.

· Maintain the current objectives, however enhance territorial cooperation.

· Need for a simple, fair and transparent transition regime.

· GDP should remain the main criterion for determining eligibility for regional policy but other relevant measurable indicators might be added.

· Ensure a better coordination of rural development with cohesion policy objectives.

· Maintain the ESF in the framework of the General Regulation, with its own rules.

· Need for more results-oriented policy and enhanced policy effectiveness.

· Simplification of policy delivery should continue.

· Need to enhance the use of financial engineering instruments.

· Need for a formal ministerial structure as a political platform.
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes this resolution which provides valuable input to its work on the various aspects of the future cohesion policy. The Communication from the Commission on the EU budget review adopted on 19 October 2010 underlines the importance of cohesion policy in supporting Europe 2020 strategy and addressing its goals. It stressed that as today Community resources should be focused on the poorest regions. At the same time, it acknowledges that cohesion policy support is also important for the rest of the Union to deliver smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

The conclusions of the Fifth Cohesion Report published on 10 November [COM(2010)642 final] puts forward orientations for the future cohesion policy and launches a public consultation. It reflects on a number of issues put forward in the resolution, including the need for enhancing policy effectiveness, delivering results and simplifying implementation. The proposed Common Strategic Framework covering the European Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Fisheries Fund aims to ensure coherence and complementarity between the funds. The report also puts forward proposal to soften the transition between different categories of regions and ensure a fairer treatment for regions with similar level of economic development.

Next steps

As part of the consultation, the Fifth Cohesion Forum on 31 January-1 February 2011 will provide a platform for stakeholders to express their views. Proposals on the new financial perspectives will address major issues as regards the structure of the future budget in June 2011, which will be followed by proposals for the cohesion policy regulatory framework. Negotiations with the Parliament and Council will start in due course in order to provide sufficient time for Member States and regions to prepare programming documents so that implementation can be launched at the beginning of the period.
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