Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the July 2012 part-session
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 on organic production and labelling of organic products
1.
Rapporteur: Martin HÄUSLING (Greens/EFA/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0215/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0282

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 July 2012

4.
Subject: Organic production – alignment to the Lisbon Treaty

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2010/0364(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 42 and Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept in their entirety or partially (subject to adaptations, redrafting or simplification) a majority of the 16 amendments voted by the European Parliament but is not able to follow the Parliament's view on a number of other amendments.

The Commission can accept amendments 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, because they suggest aligning the wording of the proposal with corresponding templates of the Common Understanding on implementing acts. This is due to the fact that the Commission's proposal was prepared before the templates and models were agreed by the three institutions.
Amendment 2(recital 3) is acceptable in substance but needs to be reformulated to comply with the agreed models.

Amendments 3 and 4 (recitals 4 and 4a) are acceptable in substance but needs to be reformulated (the phrase "burden of unnecessary red tape" should be replaced with "unnecessary administrative burden").

The following amendments 5 and 16 can not be accepted as they either create substantial changes or may create ambiguity:
Amendment 5 on GMOs (Article 9) modifies and restricts the Commission delegated power to the vendor declaration only. This will exclude the establishment of any future measures in the context of the prohibition of GMOs for organic products at Commission level. Moreover, the legal nature of the Commission power – when it comes to the vendor declaration only – would be better reflected by Implementing Acts. 

Amendment 16 on a report (article 41) requires drawing up an evaluation report of the alignment with regard to transparency and the impact of civil society three years after application of the new regulation. It is not clear to what extent this report is different to another report suggested in amendment 12 on delegated powers / horizontal issues. The additional value of the report is no clear.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Not necessary at this stage in procedure.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Since this regulation concerns alignment, it will not be finalised as long as the discussion on the main agriculture alignment files has not been completed (like the regulations on direct support schemes, rural development or single common market organisations).

