
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on judicial training – court coordinators, adopted by the Commission on 8 May 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110 (2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Legal Affairs Committee (JURI), EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, EFD

2.
EP reference number: B7-0053/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0056

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 February 2013

4.
Subject: Judicial training – court coordinators

5.
Background of the resolution:

The Parliament is a strong supporter of European judicial training. It has adopted several resolutions on the topic: calling on Member States to act and increase professional training of the judiciary in EU law. The Parliament has tabled an amendment to the 2012 budget proposing a pilot project on European judicial training where the identification, dissemination and exchange of best practices is mentioned as an objective.

Following the Commission Communication on European judicial training of September 2011
 and the Parliament proposal for the pilot project, the Parliament issued an oral question with debate accompanied by a motion for a resolution. The discussion took place in plenary session on 6 February 2013 where all speakers stressed the importance of judicial training for the correct implementation of EU law.

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and the requests made herein:
Point 2:

The Parliament asks the Commission to expedite the award of contracts under the pilot project.

Point 3:

The Parliament asks the Commission to sponsor national court coordinators of European law and an interconnection of respective national networks.

Points 7:

The Parliament proposes that the Commission holds a "Congress of Messina for building a European judicial culture" in summer 2013. 

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Point 2:

A legal proposal for a Commission decision has been adopted on 16 April 2012.

In line with the proposal of the European Parliament, lots 1-3 of the pilot project are dedicated respectively to judges and prosecutors, to lawyers and to court staff. Lot 4 of the pilot project targets the different judicial networks to identify how to improve even more their cooperation.

The contracts for lots 1 and 2 have been signed on 1 February 2013 and 31 January 2013. The contract for lot 3 has been signed by the Commission on 23 January 2013 and is being signed by the members of the consortium. Thus the presentation of the final reports of these main lots can be expected in early spring 2014.

In lot 4, the first round of offers has not resulted in an offer with sufficient quality; in a negotiated procedure, one bidder is considering to apply with a modified offer (deadline: 25 March 2013).

Point 3:

In principle, the interconnection of national networks falls under the objectives of the funding programmes for civil and criminal justice as well as of the proposed Justice programme and could receive financial support. In evaluating applications, particular attention would be paid to the fact that the activity complements, but not duplicates tasks of existing networks.

Point 7:

The Commission in general agrees with the importance of promoting a European judicial culture. 

The pilot project proposed by the European Parliament on European judicial training will enable the Commission to collect recommendations regarding inter alia the promotion of the dialogue and cooperation between judges and prosecutors in the EU. These results should be available in early spring 2014. European judicial training can be one important factor to contribute to a European judicial culture, and the Commission is organising a conference on 10 April 2013 "Stimulating European Judicial Training".
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