Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2012 Progress Report on Turkey, adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0162/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0184

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 April 2013

4.
Subject: the 2012 Progress Report on Turkey
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is unambiguous as regards the importance of EU-Turkey ties; it clearly supports the accession process and calls for renewed mutual engagement in the context of the negotiations. It lists the main reform challenges for Turkey, including the full respect for human rights, such as minority rights, freedom of expression, the right to a fair trial, and freedom of press.

The resolution commends the Commission and Turkey for the implementation of the positive agenda. It supports efforts by the Commission and the Member States to implement the visa code, harmonise and simplify visa requirements and create visa facilitation centres in Turkey.

It calls on the Council to make renewed efforts for the opening of Chapters 23 (Judiciary and Fundamental Rights) and Chapter 24 (Justice and Home Affairs), as well as emphasising the importance of opening Chapter 19 on Social Policy and Employment. It also calls for "steps conducive to the opening of Chapter 22" on Regional policy. The Parliament furthermore encourages to "give initial consideration to the value of opening negotiations on Chapter 15" in light of furthering EU-Turkey energy relations and strategic dialogue.

The resolution also calls on the Commission to continue its support to civil society organisations (CSOs) and people-to-people activities.

The resolution asks the Commission, the Member States and the international community to further support Turkey's efforts to cope with the humanitarian dimension of the Syrian crisis, as well as underlining that the EU and Turkey "should actively seek to develop a joint strategic vision to achieve reinforced leverage to end the tragic crisis in Syria".

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

a. The request to further support Turkey's efforts to cope with the humanitarian dimension of the Syrian crisis:

The EU has pledged an overall package of € 27.3 million to support Turkey. This includes € 5.5 million ECHO funding for shelter, health etc. via IFRC/UNHCR, € 8.8 million under the Instrument for Stability and € 13 million under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).

Notably, an IPA joint operation with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, with a budget of around € 10 million is expected to start by mid-2013. These funds will mainly benefit Syrian refugees who are not living in tent or container camps established by the Turkish government. A Direct IPA Grant for technical assistance has been made available for AFAD (Disaster and Emergency Management Office under Prime Minister, Ankara) to support the overall management of current and future crisis with an amount of € 3 million.

b. The request to continue support to civil society organisations and people-to-people activities:

The European Commission encourages the development of civil society in Turkey but also points to the importance for improving the domestic legal and financial environment in Turkey in order to bring sustained change. The Commission will give financial assistance to CSOs, including through the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance.
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