ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First Reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein (Recast)

1.
Rapporteur: Matthias GROOTE (S&D/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0087/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0397

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 April 2014

4.
Subject: Recast and alignment of Council Regulation on wildlife trade

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2012/0196(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position:

The Commission welcomes the fact that the Parliament's opinion largely endorses the approach contained in its proposal.

The Parliament's proposed amendments relate to a reordering of Articles of Council Regulation 338/97 and to a change in the type of comitology procedure to be applied in relation to Article 4(6) of this Regulation. The Commission does not support those changes.

In the first place, the Parliament proposes that the Commission be empowered to adopt delegated acts (instead of implementing acts) for the establishment of restrictions on the import into the EU of certain species from third countries (amendments 3, 4, 11, 12 and 13, relating to Article 4(6)). In its proposal, the Commission proposed that acts adopted via the regulatory procedure pursuant to the current version of Regulation 338/97 should be turned into implementing acts in the recast version. The amendments proposed by the Parliament depart from this approach and can therefore not be supported.
Secondly, the Parliament proposes to restructure and broaden the scope of Article 10 on the handling of certificates by including also a number of other documents pertaining to export and import (amendments 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10). The conditions governing the import and export of specimens covered by Council Regulation 338/97 are already clearly defined in its Articles 4 and 5. No difficulty or problems have been reported on the implementation of those articles, which would justify the introduction of the changes proposed by the Parliament. Since the purpose of a recast exercise is to update the provisions of a Regulation but not to change its provisions unless this is absolutely needed, the Commission is not in a position to support these amendments.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting progress in the framework of Council work and negotiations, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Discussions for a second reading agreement are to resume after elections of the Parliament.

