ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading

 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 302/2009 concerning a multiannual recovery plan for Bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
1.
Rapporteur: Raul ROMEVA i RUEDA (Greens/EFA/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0102/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0440

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 April 2014
4.
Subject: Amending the ICCAT multiannual Bluefin tuna Recovery plan
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0133(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments.

The changes incorporated to the Commission proposal are the following:

1) Article 7: "Fishing seasons"

1.1)
Explicit exclusion of the use of driftnets in the BFT fishery in the Article on BFT fishing seasons of the different gears active in the fishery:

The Commission can accept the amendment. The use/ prohibition of driftnets is already regulated by EU Council Regulation (EC) No 894/97 of 29 April 1997 laying down certain technical measures for the conservation of fishery resources.

1.2)
Flexible start of fishing season for baitboats and trolling boats in the eastern Atlantic:

The inclusion of those provisions which had been adopted by ICCAT in the meantime in 2013 (Recommendation 13-08) is fully in line with the original Commission proposal which aimed to transpose the updated BFT fishing seasons (purse seiners, baitboats and trolling boats) adopted by ICCAT in 2012 by ICCAT Recommendation 12-03.

2) Inclusion of a new Article 24a: "Use of stereoscopic cameras during caging operations"

The Commission agreed on the substance to include measures for the use of stereoscopic cameras adopted by ICCAT in 2013 (Recommendation 13-08). The Commission would have however preferred to implement those measures under Article 24(10) of 302/2009 which empowers the Commission "to adopt implementing acts laying down detailed rules pertaining to the caging operations".

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Amendment of the proposal is not foreseen.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council formally adopted the proposal on 8 May 2014.

