
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Commission delegated regulation of 20 February 2015 amending Regulation (EC) No 376/2008 as regards the obligation to present a licence for imports of ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin and repealing Regulation (EC) No 2336/2003 introducing certain detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 670/2003 laying down specific measures concerning the market in ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin, adopted by the Commission on 22 July 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 105(3) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0440/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0206

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 May 2015

4.
Subject: Objection to a Commission delegated regulation repealing Regulation (EC) No 2336/2003 on the ethyl alcohol (ethanol) market

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

EP objected to a Commission delegated regulation brought forward as part of the CAP simplification agenda which would have repealed Regulation (EC) No 2336/2003 on ethyl alcohol (ethanol) and modified Regulation (EC) No 376/008 on licensing. The regulation would have repealed requirements to establish and publish an EU balance sheet for ethanol as well as import licencing requirements for ethanol both of which the Commission considered to be redundant and creating a disproportionate administrative burden for Member States' authorities and the Commission services. The Council decided not to oppose the Delegated Act following a statement made by the Commission highlighting its capacity to follow the ethanol market without burdensome Member State notifications and licences for operators.

EP, despite the technical clarifications and guarantees offered by the Commission, considered that both Regulation No 2336/2003 (which includes the obligation to establish the EU balance sheet for ethanol) and the requirement for an import licence have to be maintained. The reasons put forward were (1) the need for information for transparency reasons (2) the need for information for international negotiations and antidumping investigations and (3) the need for import licences to allow Member States and the Commission to follow the market situation.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Before the EP COMAGRI as well as Plenary vote, DG AGRI engaged in an extended outreach activity to offer reassurance on the continuation of the ethanol market monitoring in a modernised form for the sake of adequate market transparency and to allay fears that the EU ethanol industry would remain unprotected from production in other countries. This included a presentation from DDG Korte at the COMAGRI, many bilateral contacts, a letter from Commissioner Hogan to the COMAGRI chairman, a statement read by Commissioner Avramopoulos before the Plenary vote and the circulation to MEPs and EP staffers of Commission speaking points and a Q&A to explain the delegated act. Such outreach action will be continued for other upcoming simplification actions.
As regards ethyl alcohol, no further specific action by the Commission is necessary for the time being. Further to the objection of the European Parliament, Regulation (EC) No 2336/2003 remains in force, as well as the obligation to present an import licence for ethyl alcohol.
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