Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the opening of FTA negotiations with Australia and New Zealand, adopted by the Commission on 27 April 2016
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 128(5) and 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on International Trade (INTA)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0250/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0064

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2016

4.
Subject: On the opening of FTA negotiations with Australia and New Zealand

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution highlights the existing good relations and shared values of the EU and Australia and New Zealand, respectively, and refers to the Commissions' Communication "Trade for All" that set out to strengthen the trade and investment relationship with Australia and New Zealand. The resolution also refers to the joint statements of the Presidents of the Commission and the European Council and the Prime Minister of Australia and New Zealand, respectively, that agreed to commence work towards the launch of negotiations for respective free trade agreements (recital and paragraph 1).

The resolution supports the opening of the negotiations of free trade agreements (FTAs) with Australia and New Zealand and identifies various issues that such negotiations should encompass, such as investment, trade in goods, services, public procurement, competition, state owned enterprises, e-commerce, energy, anti-corruption, regulatory issues, intellectual property rights, including geographical indications, Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SMEs), and trade and sustainable development issues, while highlighting that agriculture is a very sensitive sector and due consideration of all stakeholders must be taken into account (paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10).
The resolution considers that a robust trade and sustainable development chapter is an indispensable part of the FTAs, and the FTAs must not lead to lowering of any consumer, environmental or social and labour protection level (paragraph 8).
The resolution calls on the Commission to conduct impact assessments and sustainability impact assessments and to ensure that the negotiations are conducted as transparently as possible (paragraphs 5, 11 and 12).

6.
Response to request and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission considers that free trade agreements with Australia and New Zealand, respectively, should provide reciprocal and effective opening, based on a high level of ambition, while taking into account EU agricultural sensitivities. These agreements should be comprehensive encompassing all relevant areas, including those highlighted in the resolution (paragraphs 6, 7, 9 and 10). The EU trade policy clearly states that no EU trade agreement will lead to lower levels of consumer, environmental or social and labour protection than offered today in the European Union, nor will they constrain the right to regulate to achieve legitimate public policy objectives.

The Commission has started an impact assessment of the free trade agreements (FTAs) with Australia and New Zealand: the Inception Impact Assessment was made public on 2 March 2016 (2015/TRADE/040) and is open for feed-back and comment by interested parties. As part of the impact assessment process, an on-line public consultation was launched on 11 March 2016 (with a closing date of 3 June 2016) that includes specific questions relating to SMEs (paragraph 5).
In accordance with usual practice, once FTA negotiations are launched, the Commission will carry out a comprehensive Sustainability Impact Assessment (paragraph 11).
The Commission will follow the best practices established in other FTA negotiations on transparency of the negotiations and dialogue and with social partners and civil society and it also intends to encourage Australia and New Zealand to adopt similar practices, with due regard for their practices and existing mechanisms (paragraph 12).
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