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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution welcomes the successful operation in all the Member States of the European Order for Payment Procedure, but regrets that the use of the Procedure varies significantly between Member States. The resolution points out that citizens and businesses are best informed and use the procedure most often in those Member States that have similar instruments at national level. Furthermore, it deplores the lack of up-to-date data on the situation in the Member States with regard to the functioning and implementation of the European Order for Payment Procedure. Member States should provide the Commission with accurate, comprehensive and up-to-date data for effective monitoring and evaluation purposes. The resolution also considers that practical steps need to be taken to further inform citizens, businesses, legal professionals and all other relevant parties of the availability, functioning, application and advantages of the European Order for Payment Procedure in cross-border cases. Assistance is needed in particular for small and medium-sized enterprises to improve the use, understanding and knowledge of existing legal instruments with a view to the enforcement of cross-border claims under the relevant EU legislation. The resolution fully supports the work being done to allow, in the future, the electronic submission of applications for a European Order for Payment. Finally, the resolution encourages the Member States to strive to issue orders within 30 days, and to accept applications in foreign languages where possible, taking into consideration that translation requirements have a negative impact on costs and processing times in respect of the procedure.

The Commission fully shares the conclusions of the resolution. The European Order for Payment procedure was introduced to simplify, speed up and reduce the costs of the recovery of outstanding debt. It provides creditors, in particular small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), with a swift and efficient judicial tool. The Regulation has improved, simplified and accelerated the handling of uncontested pecuniary claims in cross-border disputes. The Commission is aware that the procedure is used most in those Member States where similar national procedures exist. The Commission will therefore continue with its efforts to inform the public in all Member States of the existence and the benefits of the procedure. The Commission also fully supports the resolution where it encourages Member States to strive to issue orders within 30 days, and to accept applications in foreign languages where possible. Both issues are important elements in order to simplify and speed up the recovery of outstanding debts in the European Union.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
In relation to the call on the Commission to produce an extended, updated and detailed impact assessment and the criticism of the lack of up-to-date data on the situation in the Member States with regard to the functioning and implementation of the European Order for Payment Procedure (paragraph 3), also the Commission regrets the lack of complete and up-to-date data on the situation in the Member States without which it is not possible to produce a full-fledged evaluation of the operation on the ground including the assessment of existing impacts. This crucial data can only be provided by Member States. The Commission has for this reason proposed to set up a working group in the context of the European Judicial Network in Civil and Commercial Matters which should ensure the availability of statistical data which is indispensable for the proper evaluation of the functioning of Union instruments in civil and commercial matters. This proposal has been discussed at the March and October 2016 meetings of the Network, and the Commission intends to continue those discussions in order to ensure that data collection on these crucial issues is carried out as a joint objective shared by all Member States.

In relation to the call on the Commission to encourage use of the е-CODEX pilot project and to extend it to all Member States (paragraph 9), the Commission points out that the European e-Justice Portal will make the electronic submission of European Payment Order applications through e-CODEX available to the general public in early 2017. Citizens and business will be able to send applications for European Payment Orders to Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy and Malta. As more Member States implement the necessary information technology capabilities, the European e-Justice Portal will be able to quickly expand this initially limited coverage. As work to integrate e-CODEX was ground-breaking and technologically complex, reaching a functional system took longer than expected. The Commission supports Member States financially and technically to become part of e-CODEX both through the yearly "Action grants to support national or transnational e-Justice projects" from DG Justice and Consumers, and through the calls for proposals in the context of the Connecting Europe Facility running until 2020.
In relation to the call on the Commission to adopt updated standard forms (paragraph 10), the Commission observes that thanks to the firm support of the Commission proposal by the European Parliament, the recent revision of the European Order for Payment Regulation provides for the adoption of the forms through delegated acts. The forms make the European Order for Payment Procedure operational. Therefore they must be clear and user-friendly and allow claimants to present all necessary information to the court. In the first half of 2017, new forms will be adopted which will not only reflect the recent amendments to the Regulation, but will also contain changes that are needed in the light of practical experience.
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