ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
Follow-up to the European Parliament legislative resolution of 1 June 2017 on
the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 1683/1995 of 29 May 1995 laying down a uniform format for visas
2015/0134 (COD)
1.	Rapporteur: Sylvia-Yvonne KAUFMANN (S&D/DE)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0028/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0237
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 1 June 2017
4.	Subject: The aim of the Commission proposal was to replace the picture in the annex of Regulation (EC) No 1683/95 with a new one, revising its design and security features, as the current format of the visa sticker dates back more than 20 years and its security is compromised.
5.	Interinstitutional reference number: 2015/0134 (COD)
6.	Legal basis: Article 77(2)(a) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU
7.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
8.	Commission's position: Due to divergent views on the legal basis between the Council Legal Service and the Commission regarding the participation of the United Kingdom and Ireland in this measure, the negotiations were blocked for nearly two years. A compromise agreement was recently achieved by which the Commission would enter into appropriate arrangements with Ireland and the United Kingdom for providing them with the technical specifications for producing the (new) visa sticker as concerns their national visas. These will be provided upon request, and Ireland and the United Kingdom have to bear the respective costs if these are not covered by their contribution to the Community budget (administrative costs). The United Kingdom has already signalled that it will not make use of this arrangement.
9.	Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council.
10.	Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Following the plenary vote on the political compromise by the co-legislators on 1 June 2017, the Regulation was endorsed as an "I" item by Coreper on 12 June 2017 and adopted as an "A" item by the General Affairs Council on 20 June 2017.
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