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1. References: 2025/2801(RSP) / RC-B10-0358/2025 / P10_TA(2025)0190
2. Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 September 2025
3. Competent Parliamentary Committee: N/A
4. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's resolution on the renewal of the mandate of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF). The resolution sends a strong and timely message ahead of the 80th UN General Assembly, underscoring the European Union's unified and steadfast commitment to a multistakeholder, open, and global internet.

5. Response to the requests of the European Parliament and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken by the Commission: 
Permanent renewal and strengthening of the IGF (paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4)
The Commission fully shares Parliament's objective to secure a permanent renewal of the IGF's mandate beyond 2025. This is a cornerstone of the EU's position in the World Summit on the Information Society 20-year review (WSIS+20) negotiations.
The EU and its Member States are actively engaging with partners in New York to build a broad coalition for a UN General Assembly resolution that not only makes the IGF permanent but also strengthens its resources. The EU and its Member States are advocating for:
· Stable funding through the UN regular budget and voluntary contributions to ensure its long-term independence and operational capacity.
· The strengthening of the IGF Secretariat, including through the possible creation of a director position, to enhance its effectiveness and ability to follow up on discussions.
· Improved balanced representation to ensure meaningful participation from developing countries, civil society, marginalised groups, youth and other stakeholders.
Upholding the multistakeholder model and core internet principles (paragraphs 1, 5, 7, 9)
The resolution rightly emphasises the need to protect the internet as an open, free, global, interoperable, reliable, and secure resource, governed by a multistakeholder model. The Commission is unequivocal in its defence of this model against state-centric approaches that risk fragmentation ("splinternet").
The EU's International Digital Strategy explicitly commits to defending these principles. In all relevant fora, including the WSIS+20 and the UN General Assembly, the EU:
· Opposes any attempts to replace multistakeholder governance with intergovernmental control under any guise.
· Promotes the IGF as the primary forum for inclusive policy dialogue, whose outputs should inform policymaking without transforming it into a negotiation body.
· Counters digital authoritarianism and initiatives that lead to state-controlled internet architectures or mass surveillance.
Parliamentary and EU engagement (paragraphs 5, 6)
The Commission values the European Parliament's active and sustained engagement at the IGF, as demonstrated by the recent joint declaration in Lillestrøm signed by Executive Vice-President Virkkunen and MEPs.
The Commission is committed to continuing this close cooperation. The Commission will work with the Parliament and the Council to ensure a cohesive EU approach at future IGFs, leveraging the forum to promote EU values and policies and to shape the global digital future.
Digital inclusion and the fight against fragmentation (paragraphs 8, 9)
The Commission agrees that addressing the digital divide and preventing internet fragmentation are interconnected priorities. An inclusive digital transformation is essential for leveraging the internet as a global public good.
The EU's efforts, notably through the Global Gateway strategy, directly support these goals by investing in secure and inclusive digital infrastructure, skills, and governance worldwide. In the IGF context, the EU advocates for:
· Strengthening National and Regional IGF Initiatives (NRIs) to ensure local realities and communities are reflected in global discussions.
· Using the IGF to discuss concrete policies that enhance affordability, accessibility, and digital literacy.

The European Parliament's resolution provides a powerful mandate for the EU's ongoing diplomatic efforts. The Commission will continue to:
1. Work with Member States and like-minded partners to secure a permanent and strengthened mandate for the IGF at the UN General Assembly.
2. Reject any attempts to undermine the multistakeholder model or the foundational principles of the open internet.
3. Implement the EU's International Digital Strategy, ensuring that the IGF remains a central pillar of global digital cooperation.
The Commission looks forward to continuing its close collaboration with the European Parliament to achieve these crucial objectives, ensuring the internet remains a force for sustainable development, democracy, and human rights.
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