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The European Parliament,

– having regard to Articles 2 and 3 of the Treaty on European Union,

– having regard to Articles 15, 126, 174, 175, 177, 208, 209, 271, 308 
and 309 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and 
to Protocol No 5 to the Treaties on the Statute of the European 
Investment Bank (EIB),

– having regard to Articles 41-43 of the Treaty establishing the 
European Atomic Energy Community,

– having regard to the Statute of the EIB,

– having regard to the EIB Group Operational Plan 2026-2028, 
published on 29 January 2026, and to the EIB Group Operational 
Plan 2025-2027 of 30 January 2025,

– having regard to the EIB Group 2025 Activity Report entitled 
‘Powering Europe’, published on 29 January 2026,

– having regard to the EIB’s Environmental, climate and social due 
diligence procedures, published on 20 October 2025,

– having regard to the EIB Global Strategic Orientation, published on 
15 October 2025,

– having regard to the EIB Investment Survey 2025 entitled ‘European 
Union – Overview’, published on 14 October 2025,

– having regard to the EIB publication entitled ‘Unlocking innovation: 
Addressing the funding needs of EU technology infrastructures’, 
published on 15 September 2025,



– having regard to the EIB Evaluation Activity Report 2022 and Work 
Programme 2023-2025, published on 3 March 2023,

– having regard to the EIB Group’s Complaints Mechanism Policy, 
published on 13 November 2018,

– having regard to the EIB publication entitled ‘EIB energy lending 
policy’, published on 8 May 2023,

– having regard to the EIB Group Climate Bank Roadmap 2021-2025, 
adopted by the EIB Board of Directors on 11 November 2020, to the 
Climate Bank Roadmap Phase 2, published on 3 October 2025, and 
to the EIB climate strategy, published on 15 November 2020,

– having regard to the EIB Environmental and Social Standards of 
2 February 2022,

– having regard to the EIB Group Action Plan for Affordable and a 
Sustainable Housing,

– having regard to the EIB publication entitled ‘EIB Global – 
Partnerships, People, Impact’, published on 10 February 2023,

– having regard to the EIB Group Strategy on Gender Equality and 
Women’s Economic Empowerment, published on 6 January 2017, and 
to the EIB Group’s Gender Action Plan III (2026-2030), published on 
3 March 2026,

– having regard to the code of conduct for EIB Group staff, published 
on 3 February 2023,

– having regard to the EIB’s Solidarity Package for Ukraine, approved 
by the EIB Board on 4 March 2022,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 29 January 2025 
entitled ‘A Competitiveness Compass for the EU’ (COM(2025)0030),

– having regard to the Commission communication of 26 February 
2025 entitled ‘The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for 
competitiveness and decarbonisation’ (COM(2025)0085),

– having regard to the Commission communication of 26 February 
2025 entitled ‘Action Plan for Affordable Energy: Unlocking the true 
value of our Energy Union to secure affordable, efficient and clean 
energy for all Europeans’ (COM(2025)0079),

– having regard to the report by Mario Draghi of 9 September 2024 
entitled ‘The future of European competitiveness’,

– having regard to the Commission proposal of 16 July 2025 for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
establishing the European Competitiveness Fund (‘ECF’) including 



the specific programme for defence research and innovation 
activities, repealing Regulations (EU) 2021/522, (EU) 2021/694, (EU) 
2021/697, (EU) 2021/783, repealing provisions of Regulations (EU) 
2021/696, (EU) 2023/588, and amending Regulation (EU) [EDIP] 
(COM(2025)0555),

– having regard to the Tripartite Agreement between the Commission, 
the European Court of Auditors and the European Investment Bank, 
which came into force in November 2021,

– having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Budgets (A10-
0170/2026),

A. whereas the EIB states that its total investment reached a record 
level of EUR 100 billion in 2025, compared to EUR 89 billion in 2024; 
whereas the EIB’s gearing ratio has been increased to 290 %, 
providing additional room for the EIB to invest and support the EU 
common priorities;

B. whereas the EIB contributes to addressing market failures and 
investment gaps by catalysing private capital while operating as a 
market-based financial institution grounded in sound banking 
principles;

C. whereas the EIB, which is wholly owned by the Member States, has 
the task of contributing to the achievement of the Union’s objectives, 
in particular the development of the internal market and the 
strengthening of the Union’s potential in terms of job creation, 
economic growth and competitiveness, and the twin transitions; 
whereas this mandate also includes the promotion of the Union’s 
policies in third countries;

General

1. Welcomes the EIB’s strategic roadmap for 2024 to 2027 aimed at 
supporting the EU’s political priorities, including mobilising 
investment to strengthen Europe’s economic and industrial base, to 
support innovation, competitiveness, critical technologies, security 
and defence, to boost sustainable growth, the green and digital 
transitions, regional development, modern and critical 
infrastructure, including social infrastructures such as housing, 
education and health, and a resilient and innovative agricultural 
sector, and to target European SMEs and start-ups while fostering 
international partnerships and the completion of the Savings and 
Investments Union;

2. Underlines that the EIB has closely aligned with European priorities 
over the years; strongly welcomes the increased prioritisation of 
investments strengthening Europe’s competitiveness, industrial 



resilience and security, and calls for their swift and effective 
implementation; supports the EIB’s role as a climate bank, noting 
that climate action is identified as the number one strategic priority 
of the EIB Group for the 2024-2027 period – with well over 50 % of 
annual investments allocated to the green transition; calls for higher 
levels of investment for competitiveness-related priorities, in 
particular for SMEs and start-ups, and for scaling up innovative 
European companies, in light of their critical role in closing Europe’s 
competitiveness gap; emphasises the need for the EIB to maintain a 
balanced portfolio, including security and defence, climate, 
competitiveness, cohesion, innovation, cooperation and development;

3. Underlines that the EIB is a credible actor on international financial 
markets, as demonstrated by its AAA credit rating; stresses that 
preserving this rating is essential to enable it to raise funds on 
favourable terms and that any deterioration would significantly 
increase funding costs; calls on the EIB to closely monitor the impact 
of its expanded defence activities on its AAA credit rating;

4. Emphasises the pivotal role of the EIB in mobilising public and 
private financing to address investment gaps and strengthen the 
Union’s economic resilience in a challenging global environment; 
recalls that cross-border coordination, capital market integration and 
the good functioning of the single market are essential; calls on the 
Commission and the EIB to fully leverage the EIB’s potential and 
unlock the financing needed for the green, digital and social 
transition;

5. Underlines that EU-level action should complement, not crowd out, 
Member States’ investments; calls, therefore, for adequate flexibility 
within the EIB’s eligibility and appraisal framework to accommodate 
national and regional investment needs; recalls that public 
development banks and institutions should de-risk viable projects 
where market gaps exist, without substituting for private capital; 
further stresses that the EIB should play a pivotal role in enabling 
both commercial and public banks to invest in the European defence 
sector; notes that the EU’s sustainable finance framework does not 
place overarching restrictions on defence investment;

6. Welcomes the call for a strengthened EIB in the next multiannual 
financial framework to enable it to provide financial support to the 
EU common priorities, in particular under the ECF-InvestEU 
framework and the Global Europe Fund and also through financial 
instruments and budgetary guarantees that have proven highly 
effective in advancing key EU policy objectives; underscores that the 
EIB should mobilise sufficient funding, inject liquidity and increase 
the ambition to support private and public investments through 
InvestEU; calls, in line with its interim report on the multiannual 
financial framework for 2028 to 2034, for a reinforcement of 
successful Union programmes such as InvestEU and for a 



strengthened investment partnership with the EIB Group, ensuring 
that every euro spent at Union level is used in the most effective and 
impactful manner;

7. Stresses the importance of enhanced complementarity and synergies 
between EIB financing and other EU instruments, to maximise 
impact and ensure coherent territorial investment strategies; calls on 
the EIB and the Commission to develop clear coordination 
frameworks facilitating the joint use of these instruments at project 
level;

8. Calls on the EIB to play an active role in supporting the continuity 
and completion of projects initiated under the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility (RRF), safeguarding the objectives beyond the 
cut-off date; underlines that EIB financing and technical assistance 
can provide a critical bridge to ensure that RRF-funded projects 
deliver their intended economic and social impact;

9. Encourages the EIB to continue developing innovative financial 
instruments to mobilise Europe’s substantial private savings for 
productive investment, especially by engaging with institutional 
investors to support venture capital, so as to contribute to advancing 
the Savings and Investments Union; emphasises that EIB-supported 
investments should include competitiveness impact assessments, 
ensuring that Union funds effectively leverage innovation, 
productivity and market scaling in key industrial sectors;

10. Recalls that the EIB was the first issuer of a green bond and is now 
the largest multi-currency issuer of green bonds; welcomes the fact 
that on 2 April 2025 the EIB issued its first Climate Awareness Bond, 
aligned with the EU Green Bond Standard Regulation1; highlights 
the key role of the EIB in developing the green bonds market and 
providing financing solutions to sustainable companies;

Driving innovation for technological leadership 

11. Is concerned that the EU risks losing capital, talent and innovation 
capacity to faster-moving global competitors, and that the EU 
continues to lag behind in the development of key enabling 
technologies; welcomes the launch of the TechEU programme, 
building on the successful European Tech Champions Initiative, 
mobilising up to EUR 250 billion in investment; calls for this 
programme to prioritise investments that are capable of competing 
globally and contributing to long-term sustainable growth and to 
strengthen European supply chains and reduce strategic 

1 Regulation (EU) 2023/2631 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 22 November 2023 on European Green Bonds and 
optional disclosures for bonds marketed as environmentally 
sustainable and for sustainability-linked bonds (OJ L, 2023/2631, 
30.11.2023, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2631/oj).

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2631/oj


dependencies; stresses the need to increase investment in European 
technologies and sectors critical to long-term resilience, including 
semiconductors, battery value chains, digital sovereignty and clean 
tech manufacturing; encourages the EIB to increase the share of 
funding projected for 2027; calls for a balanced and comprehensive 
allocation of resources under the TechEU programme to SMEs, start-
ups and scale-ups to ensure that competitiveness is adequately 
supported alongside other core objectives; highlights the need for 
the deployment of such programmes to be accelerated in order to 
keep up with the pace of innovation and start-ups; calls for an 
increase in the European Investment Fund budget dedicated to the 
EU venture capital ecosystem;

12. Notes that almost 60 % of the EIB’s financing in 2025 was directed 
towards the transition to a low-carbon economy; calls on the EIB to 
reinforce competitiveness and economic security by enabling a 
predictable, inclusive, fair and affordable transition, without placing 
an undue burden on industry and households; underlines that 
climate and environmental investments can contribute to 
strengthening Europe’s industrial base, productivity and global 
competitiveness; supports investments across industrial value 
chains, including low-carbon technologies, to enable economically 
sustainable pathways to decarbonisation, where such investments 
are driven by innovation and have a clear potential to enhance 
market competitiveness and European strategic autonomy; calls on 
the EIB to apply technology-neutral evaluation criteria, such as life-
cycle carbon intensity and grid stability, when financing low-carbon 
energy projects, including nuclear energy, while fully respecting the 
sovereign right of each Member State to determine its own energy 
mix;

13. Recalls that cleantech can contribute to strengthening EU 
sovereignty and competitiveness; welcomes the EIB’s alignment with 
the EU sustainable finance framework, including the integration of 
the EU Taxonomy criteria; calls for continued investments with a 
clear and measurable impact on emissions reduction; stresses the 
need for investments in climate adaptation and resilience; 
encourages investments in research and development, as well as in 
innovative technologies for climate preparedness; welcomes the 
agreement between the EIB and EEA to deepen their collaboration 
on biodiversity and climate actions; expects the EIB to leverage its 
technical assistance and advisory services, in particular to support 
projects delivering affordable access to renewable energy, with a 
focus on reducing energy prices and ensuring the security of energy 
supply, including for vulnerable households;

14. Notes that the EIB delivered EUR 16 billion in financing for small 
businesses and start-ups in 2025; underlines that improving access 
to finance, in particular to risk capital, private equity and scale-up 
funding, is crucial to support the growth and internationalisation of 



competitive European firms; calls for efforts to be stepped up to 
close the financing gap for high-growth companies and to foster a 
more dynamic and integrated European capital market; is of the 
opinion that efforts to mobilise additional resources for SMEs and 
scale-ups should be strengthened to ensure that they can compete 
globally; calls on the EIB to increase its financing for SMEs across 
the Union; encourages the EIF to launch more initiatives to support 
start-ups and scale-ups;

15. Calls on the EIB to further simplify and accelerate application and 
approval procedures, reduce administrative burdens, and strengthen 
support for small beneficiaries, including local and regional 
authorities, municipalities, SMEs and start-ups, by ensuring that 
prerequisites and reporting requirements are proportionate to the 
allocation value and/or the size of the beneficiary, without 
compromising financial standards, and to allocate funding on the 
basis of efficiency, economic viability and measurable impact; calls in 
particular, for improved access to financing for SMEs and start-ups, 
including through simplified eligibility criteria and procedures under 
InvestEU and the EIF, especially in less developed and rural regions, 
complemented by enhanced technical assistance; further calls for 
funding to be allocated on the basis of efficiency, economic viability 
and measurable impact, and for proportionate ex post evaluations to 
ensure the effective use of resources and the crowding-in of private 
investment; expresses concern that disproportionate environmental, 
social and governance reporting requirements imposed on 
beneficiaries deter economically viable projects and place European 
businesses at a competitive disadvantage, and calls on the EIB to 
review these requirements to ensure proportionality;

Financing energy security and the secure supply of critical raw 
materials for industrial competitiveness

16. Highlights that industrial competitiveness is built on predictable and 
affordable energy prices; recalls that energy volatility remains a 
structural risk for the EU’s economy owing to geopolitical challenges 
and supply constraints; notes the EIB’s focus in 2026 on 
strengthening competitiveness and security; calls for the EIB to 
support energy infrastructure projects, including those financed 
under the Connecting Europe Facility, to alleviate energy prices for 
households and businesses and enhance energy supply;

17. Notes with satisfaction that in 2025, the EIB recorded EUR 33 billion 
in financing for Europe’s energy security, supporting EUR 108 billion 
in total investment, including EUR 11 billion for renewable energy 
sources in 2025; calls for climate and energy policies to be 
implemented in a pragmatic manner, ensuring the financing of cost-
effective solutions, in line with the EU Taxonomy and guided by 
measurable economic impacts that guarantee affordable energy, 
strategic independence and system reliability and infrastructure 



development; recalls that a just transition is one of the pillars of the 
EIB climate roadmap, and welcomes EIB efforts towards ensuring 
that the shift towards a low-carbon economy is socially fair and 
sustainable, leaving no one behind;

18. Highlights that the security of supply of critical raw materials (CRM) 
is crucial for the green and digital transitions, the defence sector and 
the EU industrial base in general; recalls the role played by the EIB 
in the European Raw Materials Alliance and the Union’s aim of 
becoming more autonomous as regards the CRM supply; emphasises 
the importance of a circular economy approach to CRM, based on 
recycling and reuse, in order to reduce the EU’s dependence on third 
countries and boost its strategic autonomy; calls, therefore, on the 
EIB to invest more in the CRM sector to enhance resilience in raw 
materials with a particular focus on achieving the goals of the CRM 
Act2, namely the extraction, recycling and processing of secondary 
raw materials;

19. Calls for stronger EU-level coordination on critical raw materials, 
including closer cooperation between the EIB, export credit agencies 
and other public financial institutions; notes that the EU is lagging 
behind competitors such as Canada, the United States and Australia, 
which apply more coordinated ‘whole-of-government’ financing 
approaches; stresses that all supported CRM-related projects must 
meet high environmental and social standards; calls on the EIB to 
improve transparency in the selection and financing projects that 
cover all the stages of CRM as defined by the CRM Act;

Defence and external action

20. Supports the March 2025 EIB Action Plan on strengthening Europe’s 
security and defence capabilities; welcomes the additional EUR 4 
billion in new financing, which represents close to 5 % of total EIB 
investments in the EU; recalls the shift in short- and medium-term 
EU priorities, which has placed significant pressure on national 
budgets with regard to defence and security investments; stresses 
that, given the EIB mandate to support Union objectives, the EIB 
should further scale up its engagement in these strategic sectors, 
while safeguarding its AAA rating; notes that the EIB’s financial 
support for military mobility, strategic infrastructure and advanced 
technologies is one of the key factors in driving market integration 
and reinforcing common European interests; welcomes the updated 
eligibility criteria enhancing support for small and medium-sized 
enterprises and start-ups through tailored financial instruments such 

2 Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 11 April 2024 establishing a framework for ensuring a 
secure and sustainable supply of critical raw materials and amending 
Regulations (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1724 and 
(EU) 2019/1020 (OJ L, 2024/1252, 3.5.2024, ELI: 
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj).

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj


as venture debt, equity investments and dedicated credit lines; notes 
that defence spending should ensure strategic coherence and a 
balanced approach, and should not undermine social and 
environmental spending or long-standing Union policies;

21. Recalls that certain strategic sectors within the defence and security 
industry continue to face EIB funding restrictions; notes that despite 
the EIB’s decision of 21 March 2025 to expand eligibility, residual 
barriers remain and hinder the full mobilisation of private capital to 
support European security; calls on the EIB’s Board of Governors to 
continue to adapt the EIB’s practices with regard to lending to the 
defence industry, as stated in the European Council conclusions of 
6 March 2025;

22. Highlights the important role of the EU and the EIB in building 
mutually beneficial economic partnerships with non-EU countries, 
which are crucial to the EU’ global position of promoting a rules-
based multilateral system, sustainable development, democracy, 
human rights, and the rule of law and strengthening resilient supply 
chains and sustainable infrastructure; emphasises the need for the 
EIB to systematically involve civil society and local communities at 
all stages of project design, implementation, and evaluation to 
ensure that Global Gateway projects are responsive to local needs 
and deliver meaningful developmental results; notes EIB Global’s 
crucial role in mobilising investment in sustainable development 
under the Global Gateway initiative, and that it exceeded its 
EUR 100 billion goal in 2025, thereby reinforcing Europe’s economic 
interests and market access in a competitive global environment;

23. Greatly welcomes the EIB’s continued support in delivering and 
strengthening public and private sector operations in Ukraine and in 
supporting pan-African trade, infrastructure and regional 
integration, to strengthen ties with Europe; underlines that EIB and 
EU support alone is not enough to address Ukraine’s financing 
needs;

24. Is concerned about rapidly rising debt levels and higher borrowing 
costs in emerging markets and developing economies at a time when 
global shocks have become more frequent and government debt 
among such countries has climbed to a 55-year high; highlights the 
important role of the EIB in providing funding; welcomes the role of 
other multilateral institutions in helping to alleviate unsustainable 
debt burdens;

25. Reiterates its call for EIB Global to limit blending operations to areas 
where they can add value to the local economy while avoiding the 
crowding out of private capital and to ensure that blended finance is 
not used for essential public services, particularly health, education 
and social protection; recalls that EU development policy goals, and 
in particular the goal of enhancing universal and affordable access to 



healthcare, should guide EIB investments in this field, to ensure 
better health outcomes for all;

26. Calls on the Member States to amend the EIB’s exclusion list in 
order to enable the financing of weapons and ammunition beyond 
mere dual-use technologies, thereby contributing to the development 
of the European defence industry;

27. Stresses that the EIB’s lending in non-EU countries should reinforce 
the EU’s external priorities; calls on the EIB to include effective 
cooperation by partner countries on migration management, 
including the readmission and return of migrants who have no legal 
right to stay in the EU, as a relevant criterion within its external 
lending framework for non-EU countries;

Support for cohesion, agriculture and housing

28. Notes that in 2025, approximately half of the EIB’s financing 
supported investment in the EU’s less developed regions and EUR 3 
billion were allocated to agriculture and the bioeconomy; encourages 
the EIB to deepen cooperation with national promotional banks and 
regional financial institutions in order to maximise the territorial 
impact of Union funding and reduce regional investment disparities; 
calls for the use of blended finance by combining EU cohesion funds 
with EIB instruments; emphasises that ensuring access to direct 
financing in all regions is essential to foster economic convergence 
and promote economic and territorial cohesion and that, together 
with reinforcing food security, this is crucial for the EU’s strategic 
autonomy; calls for the EIB to mobilise predictable and sufficient 
funding for young farmers;

29. Calls for preserving the EIB Group’s support to agriculture and 
cohesion policy, including the wider use of financial instruments to 
leverage EU grants and attract private investment; highlights the 
value added of adequate financing for joint EIB-Commission 
technical assistance to implementing authorities to help ensure the 
timely implementation and additionality of investments, in particular 
through building administrative capacity and developing investment 
pipelines; calls for expanded use of blended finance to target 
underserved and cohesion regions by combining EU structural and 
investment funds with other instruments;

30. Welcomes the efforts of the EIB Group in financing social housing 
projects across the Union; calls on the Bank to step up its activities 
in improving access to affordable housing in light of the growing 
housing crisis in Europe; encourages the EIB to collaborate with 
other European public investment banks, local public financial 
institutions, local governments, cooperative and social housing 
companies, and municipalities to finance housing solutions and 
provide long-term solutions to the cost of living crisis;



31. Welcomes the EIB’s efforts in supporting projects that deliver on the 
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals; invites the EIB to increase the 
weighting of social benefits in project appraisals in order to provide 
affordable long-term solutions;

Transparency and accountability

32. Recalls that EIB funds are public money and should always be 
subject to public scrutiny and accountability, especially where 
backed by EU guarantees or EU budgetary funds; reiterates its call 
for a structured interinstitutional framework ensuring enhanced 
parliamentary oversight, improved access to information and the 
possibility for Parliament to provide input on the EIB’s strategic 
orientations; notes progress in the 2025 Foreign Direct Investment 
Transparency Index but calls for further improvements; stresses the 
need for fiscal responsibility and the efficient use of funds to protect 
taxpayers’ money; notes that strengthened reporting mechanisms 
are essential for effective parliamentary scrutiny;

33. Highlights the importance of the EIB’s ensuring the traceability of 
projects funded; stresses that the EIB should publish, in a timely 
manner, more detailed information regarding its projects, including 
their rationale and context, an explanation of how they align with the 
EU’s common priorities and information on the actual receiving 
economic operators, clearly highlighting which projects are 
supported by the EU budget; welcomes the EIB’s decision, following 
an Ombudsman inquiry, to start proactively publishing its 
environmental and social assessments of projects located outside the 
EU that are likely to have a significant impact in those areas;

34. Stresses that carefully designed temporary guarantees should be 
used, where appropriate, rather than grants, limiting direct 
budgetary impact and favouring the crowding-in of private capital; 
recalls that guarantees represent a real fiscal risk and should be 
subject to the same discipline as direct expenditure; underlines the 
fact that the use of guarantees must be accompanied by a high 
degree of transparency, democratic oversight and proper risk 
assessment mechanisms; stresses that private investors should 
retain the primary exposure to commercial risk, while the EIB’s 
intervention should remain limited, clearly defined and temporary, 
focusing on risks not bearable by private market participants and on 
ensuring project-specific risk mitigation; calls for the EIB to limit 
blending operations to areas where they can add value to the local 
economy while avoiding the crowding-out of private capital;

35. Stresses the overall high operational costs of the EIB; calls, 
therefore, for the identification of appropriate mitigation measures, 
with a view to enhancing cost-efficiency while safeguarding the 
Bank’s operational effectiveness;



36. Notes that the EIB Group operates under a dual regime under which 
EU budget-backed operations are indirectly scrutinised by the 
Commission and the ECA, and by Parliament in its decision on the 
discharge of the EU budget, while operations financed from the 
EIB’s own resources stemming from the Member States – more than 
three quarters of EIB operations – fall largely outside systematic 
external audit and scrutiny by national parliaments and the 
European Parliament; notes that the EIB has a dense internal 
accountability architecture and that an external auditor provides 
oversight of the EIB’s operations and accounting system; agrees that 
this structure is broadly in line with international practices; notes 
that reporting to the European Parliament is occasional, that 
cooperation with the European Ombudsman has shifted and that the 
ECA’s role is limited by the current rules and implementing 
arrangements; highlights the need for tangible actions by the EIB to 
address this situation, in line with the previous calls included in 
Parliament’s resolutions and the availability for dialogue and 
cooperation expressed by the European budgetary and discharge 
authority; calls on the EIB to actively involve national supreme audit 
institutions in this process to ensure accountability for operations 
not currently covered by the ECA and to guarantee robust 
accountability and oversight;

37. Takes note of the internal oversight role of the EIB Audit Committee; 
points out that no external prudential oversight in accordance with 
internationally accepted supervisory standards is carried out, except 
in the area of liquidity management; encourages the EIB’s Board of 
Governors, given the size, complexity and specificities of the EIB 
business model, to establish appropriate arrangements to comply 
with the highest standards of external prudential oversight, while 
considering the necessary adaptations derived from the EIB’s unique 
business model;

38. Is concerned by the ongoing corruption probe against a former EIB 
President; expects the European Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 
European Anti-Fraud Office to thoroughly investigate the case and 
awaits full clarity on the matter; recalls that any wrongdoing and 
misuse of public funds should be severely punished;

39. Calls for the the EIB’s human rights policies to be strengthened; 
stresses that environmental and social impact assessments should be 
carried out by independent experts, and that independent 
verification mechanisms should be introduced to oversee the self-
monitoring and self-reporting conducted by EIB clients;

40. Acknowledges the EIB’s efforts to improve management practices, 
following the EIB internal survey of 2023; calls for the continued 
implementation of the EIB’s principles with regard to diversity, 
equity and inclusion, including the target of ensuring that at least 



40 % of management positions are held by women by the end of 
2026;

41. Reiterates its call for the EIB to urgently review the division of 
labour within the Management Committee, and in particular to 
ensure that EIB Vice-Presidents never take the lead on projects 
emanating from their home countries, even if the Management 
Committee takes collective responsibility for its decisions, in view of 
the clear risk of conflicts of interest; emphasises that there are 
numerous recommendations on this matter from EU institutions;

42. Welcomes the fact that in 2025, following repeated calls by 
Parliament, the EIB made itself available to enter into negotiations 
with a view to establishing an ‘agreement’ on enhanced cooperation 
between Parliament and the EIB; further welcomes the shared 
understanding that negotiations should be concluded in a timely 
manner; underlines that such an ‘agreement’ will formalise and 
strengthen interactions between Parliament and the EIB, thereby 
reflecting a mutual commitment to closer cooperation; notes that the 
added value of such agreements is attested to by the implementation 
of comparable agreements concluded between Parliament and other 
Union institutions and bodies or intergovernmental organisations;

°

° °

43. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and 
the Commission.


